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The Fourth Edition enlarg'd: with ana 
. T10n of the moſt convincing Inſtances and | F 
Authorities, and the Teſtimony of their \ | 

. own Authors for the ſame. © 
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TO HIS 


HONOURED 


"RY 
Worthy Friend 
Mr D Sy » B "I 


Concerning the former Edition, 


SIR, 


W Cannot anſwer your Inquiry, 
[ till I have not only commend- 

ded but encouraged your cha- 
rity to your Countrymen of the Ro- 
man Communion ; it being an Cx- 
cellent Piety to endeavour to re- 


duce them into the right way, who 
| A 2 ares 
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WE A Letter to his Friend, : 


are ſo confident 'in the wrong. Ther 
zeal of moſt men expreſſeth it ſelf Fr 
by fury and clamour againſt Diſſen-# M 
ters, whilſt you ſhew your eſteem”! 8 
for the rational Principles of the 01 
Church of Eng/and by your di- 
ligence to propagate them, and © © 
your defires to reconcile its miſin- jt 
tormed Adverfaries tothem. Ir is # 
one of the great properties of Good- * 
neſs to be communicative, and a #7 


copy of St, Paul's moſt obliging cha- & !! 
rity, As 26.29, to wiſh that all ! 2 
whom you converſe with, were as' | ? 
happy in the choice of their Faith, 3 © 
as you know your ſelf to be: where- | | 
It 

| 


fore that I may as well quicken your - | 
generous deſign,as invite ſome others | 
to imitate ſo good an example, 
I will propound theſe few confide-+ | * 
rations. . | 


The relation in which the - 
Engliſh Romaniſts ſtand ro us + 
ſhould excite our care; for they *® 
are 


| AL Letheri to his Friend, 


hef are all Natives of the ſame Coun: 
elf try, Subjets of the ſame Govern- 
n-Z ment, and are called by the: fame 
m.? ? general name of Chriſtians: many 
ie of- them our kind Neighbours, ta- 
i.) miliar Acquaintance, or near Kin- 
d © dred, and: ſome of them ( where 
1- their Prejudice doth not blind 
3 chem ) perſons of great reaſon, and 
7 of fo good inclinations, that rhey 
Z are not made vicious by the evil 
- | liberties which their Principles do 
l ] allow: and ſhall we for want of 
; affection or courage ſuffer them 
7 to. be kept in ignorance, and im- 
1 poſed on at preſent, and to be led 
F Dlindfold i in ſuch a way as will ex- 
tremely hazard the Salvation of 
their precious Souls hereaſter 2 If 
all the relations they bear to us do 
poſſeſs us with any real affection 
for them, we cannot bur do our 
utmoſt to undeceive them. The 
frauds indeed of the Guides of 
that Church are daily more and 
A 3 more 


A Litter to his Friend, ; 
' more laid open, but for want ofſait 
ſuch a charity as yours is, they au 
who are chiefly concerned, ſeldom att: 
come to the knowledge of them :*:ev 
I am ſure thoſe excellent PenskEp 
which diſcovered them, did not: wt 
deſign we ſhould make their delu-' zo 
ſions the ſubje& of our mirth, but ! or 
the means to convert the Souls of | w 
rhoſe that are linked to us in ſo 4 n« 
many bonds, thart it is a ſhame we | la 
ihould -ſuffer them to be ſo de- | tt 
ceived. 510 


$ 


2. But we uſually excuſe our re- + 


milſneſs, under. the pretence that # 
it is impoſſible to convert them: | 
had our Anceſtors fo eſteemed it, 
the World had wanted the blef- 
ſing of the Reformation : I grant 
' *ris difficult, becauſe of their rooted 
prejudice, and the policy of their 
| Leaders, yet not impoſſible bes» 
caule many have undertaken it, 
and prevailed. So that as Sexeca 
ſaith 
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' A Letter toby brniad. 
Maith in another caſe, it 3 not be- 
auſe of the difficulty that we do not 
*, tempt it, but becauſe we do not at- 
:rempt it, therefore it ſeems difficult, 
nsþ Ep. 104. The Philoſopher tells us, 
ot: where there 3s 10 difficulty, there is 
Ilu-. zo opportunity to exercije either art 
ut jor veriue « and if we were once 
of | willing to take ſume pains for ſo 
ſo { noble an end, it would much al- 
ve : lay the trouble thereof, to conlider 
le- | the advantages which it may bring 
-2 7 not only to the party which is. the 
-- ; object of our charity, but to the 
! Church, yea and to our own Souls 
7 alſo: for He that converteth a ſin-— 
F- $ zer ſrem the errour of bis way, jhall 
t, | ſave @ Soul from death, a ſhall 
(. 1 hide a multitude of fins, Jam. 5.20. -- 
| end they who turn many to righte- 


T 
1 | onſneſs fhal ſhine as the Stars for 
r 


ever and ever, Dan.. 12. 3. Nay - 
moreover if fach Pious endeavours 
| ſhould want ſucceſs on Earth, they 
x A 8-i:: pa fhall 


A Letter to:bis Friend. Þ 


ſhall nor fail of a reward in Heaven, # 
3- And finally, it we confiderJ , 
the unwearied induſtry of our Ad-? 


- 


hk aid  :3-2 i OL 
verſaries in ſeducing, methinks it, c. 
ſhouid awaken our diligence, in” 


- th 
ſtrengthening the weak, and redu- p 
cing ſuch as arc our of the way. It, 


had been very ſtrange if the' Apo- ! 
itles ſhould have been unwilling ro 7. 
travel tor the propagation of the 
right Faith, and the winning Souls 
to Heaven, when the Phariſees 
compailed Sea and Land to re- 
concile a Proſelyte ro their parti- 
cular Sect; and yet alas it is too 
often ſeen, that the children of this 
world are wiſer in their generation 
than the children of light, Luke | 
16. 18. The Hermit Pambo acci- 
dentally beholding 'a theatrick wo- * 
man dance exquiſitely before a looſe * 
Allembly at Alexandria, is faid to + 
have wept abundantly, ro conſider 
how much more pains -ſhe rook to 
krve evil ends, - than he himſelf 
| did 
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F A -Letter to hu Friend. + 
# did toſerye God. Had we as much 
7 tenderneſs as that holy man, doubr- 
# lcſs we have as great occafion for | 
” our ſhame and forrow, when we 
* ſee others more adtive to advance 
- the Myſtery of Iniquity, than we 
7: © are to promote the glory of God, 
' and the falvation of our brethrens 
>» immortal Souls. 
|" Theſe Conſiderations, worthy Szr, 
; I know have excited your cha- 
' ritable reſojutions, and I hope will 
/ prevail with many , others to en- 
; deayour the reformation of their 
deceived Friends: wherefore that 
| I may anſwer your deſires, and con- 
tribute my poor alſliſtance. to fo 
{ pious and penerousa deſign, I have 
" | ſent you the following Papers, 
'.j wherein the Deluſions of that Pas- 
+ ty are diſcovered as plainly, yet 
' as modeſtly as may be, thar they 
may ſee in a little room how much 
It is their intereſt and advantage 
to embrace the true Cartholick Re- 
As ligion 
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A Letter to his Friend, 9 
ligion of the Engliſh Church. IT 
know all theſe particulars have 
been more fully handled by bet- Þ 
ter Pens, but moſt of theſe Wri- 
tings have been by way of diſpute; * 
and intended rather ro ' convince 
than perſuade. So that they may | 
be very proper to pive fuller fa- © 
tisfaCtion in any particulars doubt- ; 
_ ed of, when their great Prejudices ': 
are firſt a little removed: beſides : 
there are many through uinavoid- 
able buſineſs, company, or other 
divertiſements, who either have no 
leiſure or no inclination to read a 
larger Volume, being of Ca/ima- 
chus's mind, that 4 great book is a 

grear evil «, who yer 

a Vim Bicnioy AY be prevailed 

x2x4y* apud With to ſpare one 
AIBERCnBMR. hour for ſo ſmall an 
_ abſtraCtas this. The 

Jewiſh Talmud tells us of a noble 
Heathen, who came to Rabbi H/- 
ze/, and oftered to become a Pro. 
ſclyre, 


A Letter t0 bis Friend 


be unwilling to perule 1t, that they 
may at one view ſee, whar their 
Religion is charged with. Andif 
it do not gain ſuch perſons, yet it 
will teach them to cenſure mildly, 
and to diſlent from us with more 
moderation : and as the yolume 1s 
{mall, and ſo may invite thoſe to 
its peruſal who are delighted with 
brevity, ſo- the ſtyle is as mild as 
the matter would allow, - anda 

give no juſt offence to any;&#the 
particulars are ſo plain, affd ſo 
fully proved: more at large. Þ 


A Litter-to bis Friend: 
thers, that the Author! rewlves ©} ez 
nor to diſpute, but in pure chatity I] er 
ro adviſe the Romaniſts -not to re-: Þ} ri 
ſiſt apparent rruth and reaſon, ha- ? w« 
ving no worſe intentions towards | V 
them than to ſet 'them 'into- the: | ti 
beſt way to :Heaven; and - it any!  { 
be angry at him or you for: this, 4 


they are the pou enemies to” | | 
IF 

themſelves, and more concerned | | 
| 


for their preſent Opinions, than tor' *' 
their everlaſting Salvation; but it ' 
is to be hoped the ſincerity of your | 
"0 intention to do good may. ob- *? 
ij} lige ſome kindly ro accept this 
| Manual, at leaſt as'a teſtimony of * 
yourlove ; to whom, if 'you have 
hl the liberty of Diſcourſe, you ſhall 
[| do well to clear. thoſe exceptions 
which Pccjudice may ſuggeſt, and 


'' ar legit rg obtain from them a reſo- 
| Tlutighh impartially to enquire into 


ch of that which they {o 
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| configghtly do believe: and- ſure; 
| it is Mfigite pity that - perſon s 'of 
! i A exccelient 
[| wn 


A-Letter to his Friend.. 


J excellen: reaſon ſhould be ſo much 

7 enflaved, as not to dare to ask the. 
# right way to bliſs of any, bur thoſe 

? who have an abſolute dominion 0+. 
7 ver them, nor once to go about 

' tojudge for themſelves in a caſe of 
| ſo great Concernmentr. 


1 would be loth to think fo 
hardly of their Superiours, as ro 
ſuppoſe they interdicted their Ad- 
herents from all converſe with us; 
for this were the exact parallel] of 
the Myſcovian policy, where it 1s 
death for any to travel out of their 
own Kingdom without eſpecial 
licence, for fear they ſhould never 
endure their former bondage , 
when once they have ſeen the 
freedom of other Nations : and if 
Once you can prevail fo far, that 
they will impartially * compare 
their own Opinions with ours, 1t 
1s probable they may become our 
friends, I ſhall add no more but 
to wiſh this Token may be as 
kindly 


A Letter to his Friend. ; 
kindly accepted as it will be cha- | 
ritably offered by you, and to.” 
aſſure . you, you ſhall never want 7 
tis prayers for your ſucceſs, who 7 
IS, : 


Sir, 


Tours to ſerve you. 


6 T0 8 * 
. Efteemed Friend 
j Mr. WW. R 


Concerning this preſent Edition. 


SIR, 
OUR account of the ſpeedy 
V diſperſing of this Little 
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Tratl, encourageth me to 

hope, it hath not only been 

| acceptable to the World, but alſo bleſ- 
ſed be God to the reducing ſome from 

| the Roman Opinions, and the eftia- 
Bliſhing others in the Proteſtant 
Faith ; And that it may more effe. 
fually ſerve to theſe defirable Ends, 
I have been content to obey your Re> 


queſt, 


i. 


Another Letter to a Friend, 
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the whole, and illuſtrated and 
ftrengthened every part, with the. 
Addition of ſo mauy of the moſt con- © 

vincing Inſtances and Autherities as |. © 
could be put in without too much ſwel- |: 
ling the Bulk, IT confeſs I did ſuppoſe 
the things to be fo evident, and ſo | 
plainly proved in larger Diſcourſes, © 
that I was not curious before, always 
to bring Proofs for my Aſſertions : But 
now your Letter. acquaints me both 
that ſome Romaniſts ( who reſolve 
boldly to deny, what they cannot 
otherwiſe evade ) have queſtioned the 
Truth of ſome parts of this. charge ; 
And alſo that thoſe Proteſtants whoſe 
Charity hath invited them to. ſeek 
their Friends Converſion, have de- 
fired I (hould: add my Authors to. con- 
firm theſe Allegations : Therefore for 
the full ſatisfaftion of both Parties 
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Another Letter to a Friend, 


* T have proved all the particulars by 
| if the Teſtimony of ſuch Authors whoſe 
* Evidence is unqueſtionable, chufing 
* »ſually the plain Confeſſions of Popes 
' and Cardinals, or other approved 
' Writers of the Roman Church, that 
;; fo thoſe of that Party may believe 
; |} theſe Matters from the mouth of 
e 

, 


* thoſe whom they eſteem their beſt 
* Friends, which they would ſuſpef, 
* if we related upon our own Credit, 
' whom they unjuſtly account their 
Enemies; And though their preſent 
Romiſh Prieſts ſhould deny thoſe 

thirgs, which the moſk Eminent 

Writers of their own Church bave 
formerly acknowledged, they are not to 
be Deatre of upon that account, ſince 
the Confeſſion of their former Writers 
azainſt their own Party iu better 
Evidence, than the denial of the later 

can be for it; for No man will lie 

( /aith Tertullian ) to his own dil- 

grace, but rather for his credit : 

And it is more fit to believe ſuch 

: as 


Another Letter to a-Friend. # 
as confeſs againſt themſelves, than | tt 
| ſuchasdeny for them- . 8 / 
' 2 Tertul. 4pot, ſelves*. So that mwone 3 d 
Cape 32 can juſtly doubt of © _ re 
theſe Truths thus at- | r 
teſted : And he that once believes | | 
them, and jet retains the Religion of | k 
Rome, muſt be of a humor differing 
from the reſt of  orkind who can- 
n0t chuſe a4 known deluſion, nor de- 
light in ſitting under apparent abuſes. 
I muſt expe the Admirers of that * 
once famous Church will entertain theſe | 
Juſt and neceſſary Accuſations thereof | : 
with ſome little heats of Paſſion 3 but 
I hope it will calus thoſe haſty motions 
when they deliberately conſider, that 
ſince I ſay no more than Truth I do 
20. injury to Rome , and the Charity 
which I have for them obliges me to 
ſay ſo much, And why ( ſaith the 
Philoſopher) art thou diſpleaſed at 
me who have done no more than 
a Locking-glaſs. doth to the defor- - 
med, having only ſhewed thee to 
thy 


* Another Letter to a Friend. 
n | thy ſelf as thou art ? Shall the Phy- 
# /iczan be ſaid to reproach him whoſe 
2) _— Fo diſcovers CRT 
S co.him52> They will > 7140. #n Er 
t- © remember [ Fx. has 7 OOO 
es | haveundertaken the office of a Friend- 
of ly Counſellour, whoſe duty ( accord- 
; zng to the Grecian Sage ) u, Not to: 
Z? adviſe that which is moſt pleaſing, 
; bur that which is 
| moſt profirablec. Ard ,, 5 dia 
7 if tn compliance with 
! this Rule I ſhall ſomewhat diſpleaſe 
| themto thiir Advantage, I ſhall nit 
| only obtain a Pardon but merit their 
Thanks alſo in the end: However [1 
ak no more, than that laying aſtde 
their Prejudices, they will pat on ſo 
much affeftion to their own real in- 
tereſt as to weigh the Reaſons and Ar- 
guments upon which my Advice 3 
grounded, aud if they be convincing 
and perſuaſive, I defire them- not to 
refiſt their own Freedom, ner deſpiſe 
him that ſincerely ſeeks their yt ; 
| ut 


Another Letter to a Friend. 


but if they abſolutely reſolve the moſt Y þþd 


rational and juſt Motives ſhall not per-N 
fuade them to alter their old Opinions, | 
[ ſhall pity aud pray for them, but can { 
aſe no other Methods in this caſes for © 
it is Counſel and not Command © 


which T give, ſmce men ſhould be rea- © 


ſoxed and not forced into a right | 
Faith; and wouid God the Roman | 


Church had never obtruded her Opini- 


ous upon the world by any other means, | 


but theſe gentle and rational perſuaſt- 
ons, her Neightours then would not 


have had ſo juſt cauſe to complain of 


her. And now, Sir, fince I write, aud 
you and other zealous Proteſtants 
att by theſe fair Methods, if our en- 
deavours for our Countrymens Cou- 
werfion be not malicicuſly miſconſtru- 
ed, they cannet be cenſured to tend to 
the harm of any, but muſt be confeſſed 
70 aim at the preſent and future happi- 
eſs of all that we ſhall addreſs our 
ſelves to in this Matter : And I ſhall 
rejoyce if my pains herein may attain 

theſe 


. | Another Letter to a Friend. 


"of * theſe bleſſed ends, and let you parti- 
T-Ecularly underſtand how gla ly 
Þ would encourage your Love to the 
bg ! Church of England , and comply 
No ” with all your Piows defires, fince 1 


= an, 


SIR) 


Your afteionate 
and 
faithful Friend. 


Friendly 


—_ 


—_—_— 


bs” 


Friendly and Seaſonable 


ADVICE 


TO THE. 


Roman Catholicks 
OF 


ENGLAND. 


The IntroduGion. 


My Friends and Country-men, 


T is obferved by others, and com” 
lained of by your ſelves, That you 

ie under many 1nconveniences, 
by reaſon of your ſtiff adherence 
to thols Opinions which Rome oP 
654= 


Advice to the Roman © 
jon : the charges you are at to Na 
maintain a foreign Juriſdiction , and gi 
your want of the Communion of thoſe 
Chriſtians among whom: you. hve, the: 
uneal(ts Rites impoſed on you here, and'® 
thegreat hazard of your Salyation here-*: 
after, are reckoned by others to be evils 
appendant to your profefling the Faith *: 
of that Church. But it you your ſelves ©: 
do not feel or riot fear theſe things, and i 
ſo account them no grievance, yet you 
are ſenſible of other preſſures, and fre- 
quently complain, that your eſtates are ob- 
noxious to the penalties of the Law, and 
your Perſons expoſed to the general hatred of 
the People. You tell us, you want many 
Priviledgesof other Subjes, and lie under 
many burthens from which others are free : 
Youperceive, that your ations are obſer- 
wed, jour deſigns ſuſpetied, and your Party 
accuſed to be the cauſe of all Publick evits. 
How far ſome of your own Perſwaſion 
have contributed hereunto I ſhall not 
rake upon me tojudge ; eſteeming it a 
more charitable employment” to offer 
ſome expedient to free you from thoſe 
{ad effets, which you complain of ,than 
exther to enquire after the cauſe of the 
Nations 
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| Catholicks of England. 5 : 


to WNations general Antipathy toyour Reli- 

and Ygion,or diſpute abouttheOccaſion there- 
ofe Bof : wherefore, whilſt ſome accuſe your 
the: pratfices, and others deride your worſhip, + 
ad' T have ſo much affection far your Perſons - 
re-/*: (as my Countrymen) and ſo much cha-' 
as rity for your Souls ( {ince you bear the 
75 name of Chriftian) as to preſent you 

es | with ſome uſeful Advice. *Tis true, the 

d {} common apprehenſion concerning you 


Hy 
57% 


u # might almoſt diſcourage ſuch an At- 
= 2 tempt, it being generally believed, thata 
- = Roman Catholick's prejudice 1s like th-rs 
/ ® 1n St. Auguſtine, who ( being deſcended of 
" = muichelieving Anceſtors) preferred their Ex-. 
tradtion before the Truth : and like the re- 
ſolution of Corra in Cicero, who lays, 
That no diſcourſe of either learned or un-. 
learned men, ſhould ever remove him from 
the Opinion received from his Fore-fathers, 
concerning the worſhip of : D 
the Immortal gods*. But Bm n as 11th. 
. lib. 2. 
I know many of you are  - 
maſters of more reaſon than to ground 
your Faith upon fo uncertain a Founda- 
t10n : - It z5 not the part of wiſe men (ſaith 
a learned Father ) to be exſlaved toa re- 
ceived Opinion, ner raſbly to give up them-- 
7a B {elves 


« 
YG I_ 


| Curand. Grec. af- 
| Fett. Serme I. * 


| ledge, -and fooliſh obſtinacy to be con-- 
\, fident of that which we never did exa- 
/ mine. I can eaſily believe your Spiri- 

tual Guides will eſteem no fin more- 


| Sons that have inquired moſt narrowly. 
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ſelves te their Fathers cuſtoms; but toi'% b 
ET endeavour to find our the '®} of 
> Theodoret d& Th Þ, And it is the | 1; 


mortal,than to inquire into thoſe Princi-. 
pies which you receive from them, and- 
they will ſcarce allow you the liberty to 
peruſe a few lines preſented by ſo chari- 
table a hand : But their Prohibicions.:- 
(methinks) ſhould make you more ſuſpi- : 
ctous and inquiſitive, and cauſe you to: 
reſolve totry that Coyn whichſhuns the. 
Touch-ſtone, knowing that Truth ſeeks: 
0 Corners, and that which is Real fears no 
Teſt. The Church of England puts no: 
ſuch Reſtraints upon her adherents, nor. 
is the unwiliing co have her Doarines: 
tried by Scripture and the beſt: Antiqui- 
ty ; becauſe ſhe finds thoſe are her :beſt; 


Evil needs a mack and a diſguiſe (laid the: 
| | brave 


| 


iT Cathelicks of England. 5 
fo brave \ Apeſilaus:) but Light makes irue 
he ' goodneſs to be more luſtrious and more 
Ne lovely. And a greater than he faith, E- 
i- -þ very one that doth evil hateth the light new 
Ss, Þ thertomveth tothe light, leſt his deeds ſhould 
+ Z be reproved, - but bs that doth truth cometh 
:Þ to thelight-S. Fobn iii. 20, 21. It there-' 
' = fore-youhavebutſo:much confideration 
= asto1uſpe, and {0 much courage as to 
Z examine, I ſhould-not be without hope, | 
7 that my Advice mighttake place, fince” 
2 (as Platonotes) Every foul is unwillingly © 
deprived of Truth, whith men cannot reſiſt © 
whenonce it appears unto them: I ſhall ask 


1 no miore of you than toſearch imparti- 
ally, whether the Dottrines whercm 
you'difteyr from'the Churctt of England, 
deferve:' fo' firm an aflent oy 9 give” 


them'; 'and-hethat dares not do'this, is ' 
not a- Diſcipke, buta Slave: It may be 
thoſe Counſellors may pleaſe the heady 
Big#ts of your Perſwaſijon better, who 
adviſe them—-to eaſe their mind by re- 
preaching the. Laws'and the Govern- 
ment, or to'attempt theſhaking off their | 
Grievances by more defperate courſes : 
Buri\Ido not believe the wiſer and more. 
ſober Romanifs can approve fuck curſed ' 
= + Ar B 2 motions, 
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| motions, there are many of them too 3 
I: noble to admit ſuch thoughts. Ir is the Ft - 
| Stoicks character in Galen, That they | + 
would rather betray their Country than re-| « 
mounce their Maxims.: But I take thoſe / 
of your Party to be generally of a better ' 
temper, and therefore I hope you will 


ht | account 1t to be far more Friendly and 
Wt | Seaſonable Advice, to try theſs your © 
\\ Principles ſtritly,before you expoſe your * 
UW | Country or your Selves to ſufſSr al the F, 
| | IlConſequences of your rigid maintain- * 
ing of them; and if you once rightly ' 


JF underſtand them,T hope you will diſcern * 
3 they do not deſerve to be retained at ſo 
F dear a rate : fo that it 15 poſſible you | 
) _ may reſolve to quit your miſtaken Opi- 

( | nions and your real Sufferings together. 

| However, though your Enquiry ſhall 

not have this efte&, yet .this Tmal of 
your Principles ought not to þe wholly 
| - declined; forT would adviſe youtoex- 
E | amine the Roman Dodrines, if it were. 


| | but only to declare, that your Religion 

i5nota blind and accidental choice, and 

I to vindicate your ſelves from the charge 

| | .of the Old Samaritans, who worſhipped 
3 they knew not what. 

SECTI- 
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SECTION EL 


F Whether the Roman Opinions, which 


differ from the Church of England 
| FH Old Religion £2 Y , ; 


Fo I Doubt not, but theſe who have been 


educated in the Romiſh Religion, as 


£ well as thoſe who have inconſiderately 


curned to it, do pleaſe themſelves 1n 


| ; fancying they are of the Old Religion ; 


and hence they aſſume and appropriate 
to'themſelves the Name of Cathelicks, 
upon this preſumption, that they do1n- 
tirely, and in all things, agree with the 
Ancient and Umverſal Church : But (»»y 


Friends) if you have the patience to en- 


quire, you will find there 15 no good 
yon for this perſwaſion; 1t being evi- 

ent the Roman 15 not the Old Religion, 
in any other Articles, but only 1n thoſe 
which are found in the Apoſtles Creed, 
or-founded upon the plain words of Ho- 
ly Scripture ; for that is the Old Religion 
which God revealed at firſt, and which 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles taught. Thar 

Fit. EG 7 M | 


» i 
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3 trueſt which was the firſt (ith Tertul 


lian) end that was firſt 
_ ETertullian.:m which was fromthe beg inf * 


Martion. lib.g. ing *., So S. Cyprian; 
We ought not to regard [07 
much, what ſome others before us have\. 


thought fit, as what Chriſt himſelf, who © 


was before all, bath done*, * | 


« Cyprian. ad Now, if that be the OlJ |; 
Cecilian, Ep. 63. Religion, which istaught | 


in the Holy Scripture |: 
and the Creed, herein the-Religion of 


Rome cannot pretend to be Older than * 
| the Religion of .this Churgh, becauſe | 
we holdallthele Articles as wel as hey; * 


yea, if. the cafe be rightly ſtated, the 
Chen Englauds Faith 4s the Od Re- 
[:gion, and nat that of Rome; for the 
profeſſeth, To believe nothing as ay Ar- 
ricle of Faith; but what w read in Holy 
Scripture, or may be proved thereby : Ar- 
tic. vi. But the Roman Church declares, 
T hey recerve Traditions with the ſame wvene= 
ration that they do the Scriptures. Concal. 
Trident. Seſſ; 4. So that we hold all 
the Principles of the O/d Religion, and 
no other ; but they (under the pretence 
of Traditions) have invented and added 

many 


,.S 
$ 


| 
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F many pointsto the 014 Religion, which 
{ are not mentioned 1n the Bible, and De- 
creed other Articles contrary tothe O!4 


Religion recorded in Scripture, and all 
theſe are a New Religion; and yet theſe 
are the Dodtrines 1n winch we differ. 
In all che Principles which are truly the 


' © Old Religion we and they generally do 


agree; but if you take the Religion of 
the Roman Church for the Doctrines in 
which they differ from us, it may be 
juſtly laid, they are of the New Religion, 
and we of the O74, fince our Religion 
was recorded in Scripture fixteen hun- 
dred years ago (as our Adverſaries ſeem 
to confeſs, when they call us Scriptuarit, 
Scripture-men : Prateol.) whereas all 
that which is properly their Religion, is 
of much /ater Date. And that I may 
not be thoughtto invent this Charge, or 
to accuſe the Roman Church wrongtully, 
I will inſtance in the moſt principal of © 
the Dodrines wherein we differ, and 
bring in your own Doctors as Witneſſes: 
of- this Truth. 
. I. That Prayers to the Saints are not 
mentioned by Chrift nor his Apoſtles, 1s 
confeſled by. Salmeron, . Lindan , and 
B 4. Bannes- 


T0 Pa. 
Bannes *. Etheriannws ſarth as much of Z 


© Salmeron 37 
1 Tim. cap. 2. Lin- 
dan. Panop.l.3. £5. 
Bannes 2. 2#. 43.1. 
Art. 10. Concluf. 2. 
f Hugo Etherlan, 
de regreſſu anime. 
5 Purand, ' 4. 
Sent. diſt 20. qu. 3s 
Major, 4 d.2. qu.2. 
Cajetan. Opuſc. I 5, 
£41. Anton. n. part 
.ſum. tit.10. Cap. 3. 
d Fiſher de Cap- 
tv. Bavyl. c. 10. 
De Alliaco in 4. 
Sent. qu. 6 art. le 
Cajeran. 4p. Sua - 
T<Z, Tom.3+ diſp.46, 
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Prayers for the Dead *. | 
Indulgences are not to | 
be found 1n Scripture, } 
nor in the Antient Do- | 


&ors, lay Durandus , 
Major , Cajetan , and 
Antoninus *, Tranſub- 
ſfeamtation it lelt cannot 
be proved by Scripture, 
it you will take three 
Cardinals words ſor 
it *, And if our de- 
ſigned brevity would 
allow it, the like might 
be proved: of all the 
reſt. 


Burt we muſt proceed to ſhew, there are 
Jome New things in the Romiſh Religt- 
on, directly contrary to the Scripture. 
The taking the Cup from the' Laity is 
contrary to our Saviours Inſtitution, as 
that very Council of Conſtance confelſeth 
which firit enjoyned 1t; for they ſay, the 
Sacrament ſhall be given in one kind 
only to the people, Non obſtante, &c. 
zotwithſtanding our Lord did appoint it 
in both 5 Concal. Conſtant. Sefſ. 13. And 


your 


of | 
7 * || 
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your own Authentick vulgar Tranflatt- 


on (as if this Innovation had been fore- 
ſoen) where the Greek only hath, Fe 


# are all partakers of one bread, adds | & de 
F ang Calc] and of one Cup : 1 Cor. 10. 


17. The Veneration which you give to 

Images, ſeems to all impartialeyes dire&-: 
ly contrary to:the Second Command- 
ment; and though your Prieſts will not 

direaly confeſs 1t, yet their general: 
leaving out the Second Commandment in 

your Catechrſms, and cutting the. Tenth 
in-F'wo; to keep up the number, and 
conceal the omiffion from the vulgar,is 
a fair Evidence, they themſelves fuſpe- 

&ed that this Commandment made a- 
gainſt them, and feared: others would: 
apprehend it ſo. To theſe you may add, . 
Praying in an unknown Tongue, which 
S. Paul condemns in one whole Chapter, 
x Corinth. xiv. ' as ſome of your own. 
Commentators on the place confeſs: As 
alſo the making Saints and, Anpels your 

Mediators to Ged,whenthe fime Apoſtle. 
poſitively {aith,There x but owe Mediator, 
viz. Chriſt Feſws : 1 Tim. 11.5, All thefe 
therefore cannot nghtly be accounted 


any part of the O/d. Religion; properly 
: B 5 o- 


miau,/it, Odilon, allowed by the Ancient 
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fo called : But if we ſhalldeſcend lower, * 
theſe, and many other Points of your * 
Religion are fo far from being the Old | 
Religion, that the Writers of the Rowan | 
Church do acknowledge, they werenot # 
known to the Primitive Fathers ; yea, | 
they record the very time when moſt'of þ 
them were impoſed. The Dod&rine of :: 
Purgatory was firſt built upon the Credit ® 
of thoſe fabulous Dialogues attributed 
to Grepory the Firſt ; or if they were his 
Gmbick, many doubt) this was fix hun- 
dred years after Chriſt, and it was not 
jrnncyy believed in «he Church five 
undred years after, as we learn from an 
Old Hiſtorian, Orto Frifing. Chron. An. © 
1146. Andas for the Prayers made ro | 
delrver Souls from thence (that gainful | 
Article of your Church): we are told by 
your own Authors, that the firit who | 
cauſed them to be appointed by your 
Church, was Odo Ab- 

- * Ranul. B'g- botof Clugny,an.rood *. 
den Polychroz. 1.6, "The 9.7 6 of 
c, I5. Petrus Da- God by Images, was not 


Fathers, ſay your own 
Authors, Clemangis, Polyd. Virgil, and 
| Pereſins 


; 
i 


kind of uſe of Images 
can bederived no high- 
er ( as to-its being Ne- 
creed) than that deſpt- 
cable Council * in-the 
Eighth Century but both. 
the Do&rine and the 
Council alſo was reje- 
&ed for many years af- 
ter by the French, Eng- 
liſh, & German Chuarch- 
es. Indulgences are not 


Ancient,as Biſhop Fiſh- 


er confeſſes ® : Nor is. 
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7 Pereſius Aiala', And all men know, this 4-1 


TY 


.1 Clemang1is de. 
0% Celebr. 1. Po- 
lydor. Virgt!. de: 
Invent. Yer. l. Geo 
Aiala de Trad3t. pa 
2. fs de IMag. | 

&. Concil. ſecun- 
dum Nican., An. 
787. 

1 Hoveden A4t- 
yal, Par. 1. P-40F» 
NMatth. Weſtmon. 
Anno 793, 

m.Fijſh. ix 18, 
Artic. Luther, 


there any good proof in-your own. Au- 
thors for them before the time of Pope 
Alexander 2.. An. 1160, or the Council 
of Clermont however, 44,1096. *. And 


the firſt who madeMo- 
ney of them was Borif. 
9th. An. 1390. as Pla- 
tina and Polydore Virgil 
tell us*; And thefirſt 
Tubilee (the great Mar- 
ket for them) was not 
an hundred years be- 
fore ?.. The forcing all 


n.Sciopplus de 
Indulg. cap. 12. 
© Platin. iz YV##: 
Polyd. Virgil. dz 
Hvent, l. 8, cap. £, 

P. Temp, Bonll-. 
fac. $. An, 1300, 
Polyd. Virg. at ſu- 
pra, l. 8, Co T., 


Prieſts, 
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Prieſts to vow Single Life, and renounce 
their Wives, was firſt obtruded upon 
the Church by Pope Hil- 
* An. 1074 Jebrand *: Without any 
Matth. Weſtmon. . 
rod. An. Vincent, Precedent (ſaith an Old 
Spec. biſt. 1. 24. c. Hiſtorian) and (as ma- 
45. Antonin. 1b, ny thought) of an ndi{- | 
2G. cx. 1. $:21Þ cyeet Leal, contrary to 
Z 3: go-upaatan Holy Fathers Opini- 
a1 An, 1074s | | 
0”, And yethewas 
not obeyed here in England in this for 
| above a hundred years after; for our An- 
it cient Records ſay, All theſe Decrees a- 
F wvailed nothing, for the Prieſts by the Kings 
conſent ſtill had their 
C Hiſtor. Petro= Wives, as formerly, Au- 
burg. 4nn0 1127. ricular Confeſſion to a 
__ _ T* 2 Prieſt was never impo- 
HY eg Ss ſed as neceſſary until 
it Can.21: An. 1215. the Lateran Council © : 
[ It being little above fif- 
|' ty vears before, that we are inform- 
| ed by rhe famous Maſter of the Sex- 
tences, and by Gratian:-your great com- 
piler of - the Decrees, that it was 1n 
our Choice whether we would con- 
fls, to. God. only, or to the. —_ 
alſo. 


> ” m 
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Ce f 4lfo * : and E. Aquinas 
| was the Opinion then*. 
| Tranſubſtantiation ( the 
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diſcriminating Do&rin 
ofyourpreſentChurch) 
was not held by the 
Fathers, as your own 
Doctors acknowledge? 
and one of the Infalli- 
ble Heads of your 
Church affirms, That 
the Elements ceaſe not to 
be of the ſubſtance and na- 
ture of Bread and Wine *. 
TheSchoolmen confeſs 
Tranſubſtantiation 15 not 
Ancient * : And twoof 
the moſt famous of 
them plainly deny it *. 
The AdminiſftringtheSa- 
crament 1n One kind, 15 
noolderthan theCoun- 
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s Peter Lomb. 
l.qſentent. diſt. 579. 
Gracian, de Penit. 
diſt, 1.c. 89. Gitce 
An. 1150» 

x Tho. Aqu, 21 
4+ Sent. diſt. 17. 

- = CO ae 
Valent.de Tranſub. 
lib. 2, cap. 7- 

Cardin, Cuſan. 
E xercit. |. 6. 

Z, Gelafius Pap. 
ae duabus Nataris 
contra Eutych. 

2 Ap, Suarez. 
Tom. x. 3n Ench. 
aiſp. - , 

b Scorus #1 4. 
Sent. cap, II. qu. 3. 
Durand. zz 4,Sert. 
diſt 10.4u«1o1.13, 

© An, I4l5. 


cil of Conſtance (as was noted before) * : 
the practice of the whole Church as 


of Rome it ſelf being o- 
therwiſe till then* : Fi- 
nally,many things were 
neyer decreed and im- 


dT. Aquin, zz 
Tohan. 6. 

Alphonſ. aCaſtro 

adv, bartſ. lib 6, 


poſed 


confeſſeth this 


nr Att rot ns Pe AED. Ay 6s bt A TT av x, Her A uae rb 26 , OO On 
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; 
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poſed as neceſſary to be- believed till 7 


the late Council of Trent ; ſuch as the 
equalling Apocryphal books and Tradi- 
tions to the undoubted Canon of Scri- 


pture 7uſtification by the merit of Good. 


works, &c. Which. Council of Trent 

was never fully owned by the Catho- 

| | licks of France © :- Nor 

"he _—_— ”y was it ever received as 

1 5.tt,zo, © 4a lawful Council by 
| this Engliſh Nation. 

It would be too tedious to run over 
all the reſt of thoſe Points wherein the 
Roman differs from the Engliſh Church, 
or clſe ir might be ſhewed, that the Ap- 
peals to Rome, and the Pope's Univerſal 
claim, Veneration of Reliques, Invocation 
of the Bleſſed Virgin, Pilgrimages, &c. 
were wholly unknown to the three fartt 
Centuries, as the. ingenuous Romaniſts 
will confeſs, and our Writers have large- 
ly proved. by all which it appears, that 
the Old Religion of Rome for. the firſt 
three hundred years, had no formal.- 
vocation of Saints nor Angels; no Par- 
gatory nor Prayers tobe delivered thence; 
no Images, no Tranſubſtantiation, no half 
Communion, no Jubilees, no Indulgences, 

no. 
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noconſtrained Cz/ibate,noPrayersin an 
anknown Tongue, nocuſtomary Auriculay 
Confeſſion, no Apocrypha in her Canon of 
Scripture, nor the reſt : Now if you 
d. ſtrip your Church of theſe Dodtrines,ſhe 
* retains ſcarce any thing, but the Ptote- 
2 F ſtant Articles of the Church of England; 
T | But if you take Rowe with theſe Addi- 
5 tions, her Religion 15 not ſo O/d by far 
Y | as the Religion of this Church. Perhaps 
it will be pretended, Though theſe Decrees 
were made in later Ages, yet the Determi- 
rations were made by wertueof Apoſtolical 
Traditions preſerved in the Roman Charch 
from the wery beginning; and upon this 
pretence your late Writers of Contro- 
ver(ie have generally laid aſtde all Argu- 
5 ments from Scripture and Ancient Fa- 
1 thers, andreſolve all into Oral Tradition 
| and the TInfallibilty of the Roman 
Church. Bur what 15 this bur to confeſs, 
that the Scriptures, the 4Yncient Fathers, 
and all written Records (which are 1m- 
| partial witneiles)do make againſt them? 
| only theſe unknown Traditions, which are 
t 


onlyin their own keeping (and may be 
of their own deviſing) theſe, they ſay, 
bear witneſs for them, which is to _—_ 
cthem- 


W/. - 18 Advicetoithe Romav | 
I! themſelves. Judges in their own Caule.;' | 
and may juſtly occaſion your enquiry, . Þ 
ll! whether the former” Popes knew of theſe: T 
Traditionsor no? if not,how thencame: | 
the later Popes tothe knowledge of them?:. Þ 7 
Wi If they knew of themof oid, why did c 
Iii! they let them ſleep fo long,and ſuffer the 
| Church to err for ſo: many years. for | 
want of them ? Did they diſchargetheir 
Univerſal Headſhip well 1n this Conceal-+ 
l ment? But 1n very truth it 1s evident, 
bl | the fir/# Popes knew of no ſuch Traditi- 
| ons, and the ater Popes have invented 
them toſupport their new defigns;which. 
appears by the Ancient. Popes declaring 
directly contrary to theſe pretended Apo- - 
ftolical Traditions, of which take a at | 
Examples. Pope Gaim writes, That the 
Righteouſneſs of rhe Saints avails nothing 
.. _ ., >: £0.0ur Pardon or Fuſtifs- 

F Gal Epiſt. .::n*, Pope Gelaſins 
Decree. ad Felicem, F Rae: =” 
7. Binjum. 7, 1, Genes Tranſubſtantiati- 
Þ. 173. on, as was noted juſt 

g Gelaſe de dw now «. The famous 
=_ 4 at, cont. Gregory the Great faith, | 

rd —w 20. Meg, He himſelf was the Em 
Epiſt. ad Mlaurir, P#r0rs Servant, and owed 
Ub.2, Ep.62,  himobedience®; and de- 

| clares 


s ' 7 J JR 
: eres -— ya———r———oom— ee ee we HO ——_— 


' —2/ 
Q: 
mt 
d 
; 
. 


Catholicks of England, 19- 
clares, That God had piven the Empe- 
ror-power over Prieſts as well as others i, 


The ſame Pope difowns i 1dem ad The- © 
the Title of Univerſal 0d. lib.2. Ep. 65. 


Biſhop, as unfit for him —* 1dem ad Evu- 


k log.lib.7. Epiſt.30. 
or any other *. Healſo 8 Reſponſe af =_ 


determines, That it s 
| terrogs ſecundam 
lawful for ſuch of the Cler Avg. Mow 


' £Y as cannot contain, to maAdSeren. lib, 


marry 1: And he allows 7: Epi 109. 

Images for Hiſtory and Memory only m, 
A later than he alſo in the Canm Law 
Decrees,thatin ſuchDioceſs wherethere 
be people of divers Languages, The Biſhop 
ſhall provide fit men to celebrate Divine 


: offices, and miniſter the Sacraments of the 


Church according to the diverſity of Rites 
and variety of their Languages : Decretal, 
Greg. 1.1. Tit. 31. cap. 14. The aforeſaid 
Pope Gregory the Firſt affirms, that the 
Book of Maccabees 1s not 
Canonical n, And as z of 1% "0 
well the Ordinary Gloſs, , 90 
as the Od Editions of | 

the Bibles which were allowed by the 
Roman Biſhops, and uſed in that Church 
before the Council of Trent, do all di- 


ftinguſh between the Canonical Books, 
Wn, and 
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andthoſe which the Proteſtant Church | 


now call Apocrypha *, Yet the contary 


" Gloſſ. Ordin. 
An. 1200. #1 Pre- 

fat.de libris Canon, 
& 101 Canon. 

BiblzaComplu- 
tenſ. in Pref. & 
Card Ximenio ap- 


Prob. a Leone x. © 


An. 1502- 
. Biblia Vulgtdit. 
Baſil. cam Gloſſ. 
Ord. An. 1506, 
Biblia S,Pagnini 
& Birkmanni, 
Vatabli per Rob. 
Stephan, A.1541. 


to all theſe hath been 
afterwards decreed -up- 
on pretence of being 
Apoſtolical 
By which account you 
may ſee (if your Pre- 
qudices - hinder not- ) 
that the preſent Roman 
Church ( as it differs 
from the Church of Eng- 
land) retains neither 
the 01d Religion of the 


Scriptures, nor that. of 


the Primitive Church itt 


Traditions : | 


| general, nay, nor that 
of the Ancient Church of Rome; for they 
have omitted ſome Points,added others, 
and altered fo many, that though Rome 
keep the 01d Name, 1t doth not keep 
the 07d Faith. We may now ſeek Rome 
+ the midſt of Rome(as fuvencus Vitalas 
ſaid): Nor can it he denied (faith ano- 
ther) but the Roman Church zs not a kttle 
different from its ancient 

* Caſlander de beanty and ſplendor ®. 
Oficio nie Firi. 0 There is not the Faich, 
| eng 


ritance'? 5 and as S. Hi- 
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the Manners, nor the Worſhip of the Pri- 
mitive Roman Church ; and therefore ac- 
cording to S. Ambroſe, They that hawe not 
Peter's Faith cannot ſucceed to Peter's Inhe- 
rome obſerves , They are , * Lag de 
not the Sons of the Saints whims _— 
, . P. 6. 
who poſſeſs their places, | 
but they which follow their Works : And, 
That only ({aith LafFantins) the Catho- 
lick Church which retains the true worſhip 
of God %, You might | 
have ſeen and heard in 1 Lectart. I» 
Rome of Old, a Biſhop FR. Re. 4 Gf 
| ue: 

without a Triple Crown 

or the Title- of Univerſal , Churches 
without Images, Prieſts under no Vows 
of Single life,Litanies without any names 
of Saints or Ora pro nobis, the Maſs cele- 
brated in a known Tongue, Bibles calling 
divers books Apocrypha, which arenow 
reckoned Canonical Scripture; People not 
enllaved by Auricular Confeſſion, not de- 
barred of the Cup, not aA gry with 
Purgatory, nor impoveriſhed with pur- 
chating Prayers and Indulgences to ſave 


them from thence, &c. 


To conclude therefore, Why may you 
not 
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not juſtly deſert them, who have in fo 
many things departed from the O/d Re- 
l;zion, taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
believed by the Ancient Fathers, and re- 
ceived by the firſt and beſt Biſhops "of 
that ſame Church? If you defire to- be 
really ofthe 07d Religion, nay, if you 


would hold the Faith of the Primitive 


Roman Church, you may come much 
nearer to it, by embracing the Rehgion 
of your own Country, than by retaining 
the Opinions of the Modern Church of 
Rome, which are moſt of them meer - 
nevations:; And though you have reve- 
renced them while: you ſuppoſed them 


Ancient and Apoſtolical, yet we hope 


you will now renounce them when they 


are evidently diſcovered to be Gibeonites 


diſguifed on purpoſe to deceive, and 
(notwithſtanding their mouldy pretences, 
as if they had come from far, and were 
deſcended from Ancient Times ) their 
_ true Original is much later and nearerto 
this preſent Age. 

And now, Secondly, it will be eafie to 
determine, That as the Reman 15 not the 
O/4 R&igion, fo neither ought the Pro- 
feitors Fic tro appropriate to —_— 
: $64 the 
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the Nate of Catholick. For whether we 
take it 1n the Primary and Grammatical 
ſenſe for [Univerſal,] or in its common 
acceptation for [True Believers, | The 
Romaniſt hath no peculiar Right to this 
Venerable Title : Firſt, becauſe their 


Faith in thoſe Points wherein it differs 


from the Church of Englandis not Uni- 
verſal ; for the Chriſtians holding the 
Faith of Rome, are not above a fourth 
part of thoſe that beheve in Chriſt. 
Which account we thus make out. . Firſt 
Bellonins ( a Romaniſt, and one whole 
book was Licenſed at Antwerp) aflerts 
« that the Rites of the Greek Church 
© {pread wider than thoſe of the La- 
**##e*; and the judicious _ 7 
Mi. Breerwood proves, ,, Bellonii obſer. 
7b. 1. cap. 35. 
the. Greeks do far ex-> &«< Enquzries, 
ceed *, The worthy Sir chap.18. pag.139. 
Edwin Sands affirms that | 
© the Greek Church 1n number exceeds 
* any other——and the Proteſtants in 
« number and circuit of Territory are 
” ER «gun to = Papal part *. 
To which may be ad- : 
ded all thoſe Chriſti» tam (969) par 
ans 12 Aſia and Africa, 268, 269, © 
| whuch 
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which are.neither of the [Roman nor of | at k 
the Greek Church, and. which are rec- 

koned upin the aforeſaid M*,Breerwood, - i of | 

. _ ** makingupa Number || of 

2X + Enquiries, 4s great 25S any- of. the: 7 ny 


chap. Es Ss . | = ': # ma 
22.23.24 ©25; former ; So that recko- :: 


<1 04k. 126, +6 Ning:the Greek Church. | | thi 
ny HE 39". forone _ The:Pro-! | de 
reſtants foranother part. [2] 

and thoſe Afian and 4frican Chriſtians. |} ca 
for anothcr Part,. and then the Roma- Ce 
nviſts are but only one. fourth part: of th 
ſuch as believe in Chriſt; And it1s very 1" 
odd to. ſay, that. the.fourth part is-rhe tl 
whole.: And ſurely (9y Friends ). you n 
cannot ſeriouſly think the Roman Church b 
to be the Univerſali(orCarbolick) Church x 
in this ſenſe, wher you remember. that | 
thePope's Authority s not acknowledged | 
by the Generalicy of thoſe Chriſtians li- 
ving in England, Scoiland, and- Ireland, 
with the Plantations thereunto belong. 
Mg ; nor by thoſe. of Denmark and Swe- 
den, nor by thoſ&of Tranſylvania, Wala- | 
chis and Moldavia, nor. by the large 4 
Church of Rufia;-nor by the populous 
States and- Provinces of the- Dutch, with 
their many Plantations abroad .nor by. | 
at L 
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at keaſt five parts of fx of the vaſt Coun- 
of Upper Germany, nor by two parts 
of three- of the Switzers, nor by thoſe 
of Geneva and Piedmont, nor by very ma- 
' nyan'Fraxce, Hungary, Poland,ec. How 
;# many Millions of Chrif#ans are there in 
the: Exftern World who have no depen-' 
dence on the Roman Church? The Chri-* 
/fians of the Greek Church (properly fo 
called:): under : the three Patriarchs of 
Conſtantinople, Alexandria and Antioch, 
thoſe of Armenia (who are profeliied Ene-' 
mies of Reme,and yearlyExcommunicate' 
| the'Pope,) The Georgian Chriſtians, with' 
many other leſſer Names in 4/ia, the 4- 
baſſme Chriſtians-in Africa ; all theſe are 
not of the Communion of the Roman 
Church, and therefore, how can that 
Charch'pretend to the Title of Univerſal, 
or Catholick in this ſenſe ? But ſecondly, 
if you ſay you are Carholicks, that is, rrue 
Believers 1n all Points; I defire you to. 
contider,thatnone ſay fo but your Selves, * 
and tis ſuſpicious their Witneſs x not true, 
ho beay witneſs to themſelves,S.John v.31. 
And where ſo many Articles of Faith are 
New. it is probable ſome are Falſe; fince 
theO/deſt do gs inReligionarethe el 
an 
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and the beſt: So that upon the whole Þþ 
Enquiry,theChurch of England may more | 
juſtly claim theTitle of Catholick, becauſe | 
the Principles thereof are few and clearly | 
deduced from Scripture, believed in the 
Primitive Church, and univerſally recei- 
ved by all forts of Chriſtians, who differ 
in ſome Ceremonies; but for the Points, 
which this Church accounts necellary to 
Salvation, the whole Chriſtian World ge- 
nerally agrees in them. And ſince the 
Religion of thc Church of England 1s the 
moſt Ancient and moſt Univerſal, you 
will be more truly of the 0/4 Rel:gion;and 
more properly ſtyled Catholicks by em- 
bracing the Faith profeſſed in your own 
Country,and difowning thoſe whodamn 
all Chriſtians but them of their own Party, 
although it be Evident there are in the 
World, Chriftians far more in number 
than they,and among thoſe many equal 
in Learning and {uperiour 1n Piet to the 
beſt of the Reman Church, who for all this 
are reprobated and ſentenced to Eternal 
Flames by their uncharitable Anathems's. 
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SECTION II. 


Whether the ſaid Opinions were not 
introduced for evil Ends? 


A Ebough allthis be matter of PFag, 
XL and acknowledged by your own 
Writers, yet I muſt expect, the venerable 
| Eſfteemyou have ſo long had for the Ro- 

_ mar Church, will make you flow to be4 
lieve this deſerved Charge of Imevation; 
and perhaps you will wonder how ſo 
pure , fo Celebrated, and fo Orthodox 4 
Church, as Rome . Primitive Was, ſhould 
vary ſo much from her firſt faith : yet. 
ſince the Change .is ſo Evident-, and ſa 
well atteſted, I hope at leaſt your -Curio+ 
ſity will tempt you to Enquire :-Firlt , 
For what ends fhe (kould bring in theſe News 
| Doftrines. Secondly, By what means they 
became ſo generally believed: Thirdly. Of. 
what nature the things themferuves Are. 
Fourthly ,. J/bether there be Authority 
ſufficient in the Roman Church to 'Impoſe 
them on the whole Chriſtian World. 
Fiftly, Wberber the Cn of i 

| an 


at AMT. 


WO th ent _ 
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land ought to he ſwayed by that Authority 
fo embrace them : And if in examining 
: theſe Particulars any thing ſhall be ſpo- 
A ken which ſounds harſhly to your ears, # 
j {accuſtomed to hear nothing but Ence- 
1 .9niums Of Rome ) I ſhall defire you to 
__.. Conſider, that Truth is ſeldom grateful | 
þ to Offenders; and I muſt fay- withone F 
| of the Writers of the Popes Lives, We © 
| relate theſe things becauſe they were done, & 
and if the Popes would not have baſe vr ® 
evil things reported of them, they muſt do & 
0 ſuch vhings, or if they do them, not fancy © 
Fhey can be ſo concealed , as that they ſhal # 
wot be ' known nor related 10 Poſterity : © 
'Papyrins. Maſſon.. de Vit. Pont. For my 
own part, I proſeſs, I take no delight in # 
Accuſations ; nor ſhall I ſay any. thing 
out of malice to that Church, but out of 
_. Pity: ©o the Souls of thoſe who without | 
reaſon dote upon 1t : Firſt therefore if # 
you enquire , What ends the Roman? 
Church could have to bring in theſe New © 
Do&rmes? I Reply, The firſt decay® 
. of that Church began in. her Manners. 
'  » For after there were Chriſtian Magi- 
| frrazes (faith St. Hierome) the Church bes || 
| came fuller of Riches ang. emptier of Ver- | 


fue ©: 
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tue *, And for the Rowan Biſhops, they be- 
gan very early to affet 24 = 
a Dominion beyond the 1A Mom) 01 
bounds of Prieſthood, as + Soctat. biſt. 
Socrates notes f ; which j;, 5, 11: 
made S. Baſil ſay thir- | 

teen hundred yearsago,l-bate the Pride of 
that Church *, and cats _ 5 
ſed a Heathen Hiſtorian . Bil. Epiſt:to: 


& Baronius Tom. 
of that Age to ſay, The , 14.327. F. 32: 


Roman Biſhops were +4Ammian. Mar- 
richly clad , carried in cellin. hiſt. lib, 27. 
Litters, and profuſe in 


their feaſtings |; But the faults of that 


Age were ſmall in reſpe&t of Afﬀter- 
times, for as their wealth and power in- 
creaſed, their manners grew ſtill worſe 
and worſe, as we find by the complaints 
of Salvain and many others, till at length 
about the year goo, your own Baronius 
ſaith, The face of the Roman Churchwas 
become moſt filthy , when lewd and potent 
Curtezans ſwayed all there : At whoſe plea- 
ſure Sees were changed, Biſhops placed., 
and which is horrid to Pious ears , their 
Paramors were thruſt into S. Peter*s Chair, 
falſe Popes which only ſerwe to fill up (0 great 
8 [pace of Tiahe in the Catal:gue of Roman 

_ Ze Biſhops 
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Biſhops * And a Writer who lived in 
thoſe Times tells us, 

* Baron. Annal. The World was amazed 
Tom. 10. An. 91z uo; the Manners of the 
d. © ah, E- Romans \. Ds ſtrange 
piſt. 40. ad Ste-. ( faith another Hiſto- 
phanum Rom. Ece!. Tian) how far inthat Age 


Dian, they were degenerated 
; -=57 1a from the Piety of the Old 
OO Popes ®. This Age (as 


Another ſpeaks) was eſpecially unhappy in 
this, that for about an hundred and fifty 
years, there ere fifty Popes whilly fallen 
from the Veriue of their Predeceſſors, being 


diſorderly and Apoſtatical rather than A-.. 


oftolical *. And if our 


* Genebard. hrevity would permit - 
Chronolog, (1b. 4. it;we could ſhew out of 


Io S$ecut. nit. , | 7 
Fd , Platina, Onuphry ZUS, and 


Others of your own Writers, that there 
was no 'Reformation 1n all the Ages , 
while theſe New DoGrines were in Coyn- 
ing: Now it is the Great Philoſopher's 
obſervation, That Mickedneſsis deſtructive 
» B&25 Waaſy of. good Principles *. So 

bi —_—_ E- that it is no wonder, if 
a in ſuck Decays of Piety, 
and ſuch a flood of Iniquity, the Reman 
” - Church 
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Church did bring in many New Articles. 
faitable to her Manners ; and I think- 


when Pride, Luxury and Covetouſneſs poſ= 


ſe the Chair, we can hardly expett an 
other Laws, but ſuch as ſhall gratifie” 
theſe affections: And the Pra#ices as well 
as the Decrees of Rome, for divers of the 
later Centaries have ſo apparently ten-- 
ded this way, that it hath been taken no-- 
tice of by all thoſe of her own Commu- 
nion, whoſe aftection hath not robb'd 
them of their diſcerning Powers; yea, 
even in Cath:l:ick Countries 1t hath abated- 
much of the Reverence formerly paid to 
that See,by reaſon the deſigns thereof are- 
fo apparently ſecular, tending not to the 
Salvation of Sonls, but. the ſupport of 
their own Grandeur : Which makes me 
admire our Engliſh Romanifts fhould hug. 
their-Chains, and adore thoſe who abuſe 
their well-meaning Devotion With Ar- 
ticles of Faith ſerving rather to catry on 
the Deſigns of the Impoſers, than the- 
Salvation of their over-credulous Beli&- 
vers; Methinks an eaſie apprehenſion - 
might diſcover, that the Roman Guides 
govern you by Principles that have more: 
of Machiaved in them,. than of Conſcience” 


; or. 
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er Goſpel-fimplicity, and a little confidera- 
tion Will inform you, that thoſe things 
which they teach you to call Relgion, are 
Arts to enſlave and impovertſh you, and 


Engines to advance themſalves to the | 7 


higheſt pitch of honour and abundance. 


St. Bernard (though a great friend to the P 


Roman Church) ſaw this, whenhe faid, 47 
Rome all regard is given to Honour, but to 
Holineſs none at all *. Were this the fault 
* Bernard, 4, Of Particular mens evil 
Confid. I. 4. c. 2. Management ( from 
which no Society is 

free) it were more excuſable, but there 


are Doftrines added to the Old Catholick | 


Faith (even moſt of the Teners wherein 


they differ from the Church of England) 
which are plain Artifices to increaſe the - 
Power and Wealth of Rome. DoCtrines for: 


which they diſpute with us upon Demes+ 
rrius's Principle, becauſe thereby they have 
their gain; Af. xix: 25, And many think 
the Guides of your Church - contend for 
ſome of theſe Principles, not becauſe 
they believe them, but becauſe it is their 
Intereſt the people ſhould be perſwaded 
- of them; which makes them ſecretly 
laugh at-their creduliry who will be im- 

Poſed. 
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poſed on-by them, as that great Cardmal 
| did, whenhe gavethe people(who flock'd 
| about him) his Benedi#:0n in theſe words, . 
Qui wult decipi decipiatur : And it 18a vile 
Z ſuſpicion of this which we may gather 
> from that obſervation of Hoſpinian, That 
C in Italy the name [ Chriſtian is uſed for 
an Tdeot or Fool *, Bt gu Jo is 
to be more particular, ,, » bo E. 
let us look over ſome . © 
inſtances of ſach New Dofrines as are 
—_— in the Roman Church for Secular 
ends. | 

We begin with the Doctrine of Implicit 
Faith, or believing as the Church believes,a 
Doctrine unknown in S. CyriPs time, who - 
ſpeaking to his young Chriſtians, bids thens+ 
not meerly believe the things he ſpoke becauſe 
be affirmed them, unleſs he did demonſtrate 
them to be ſo out of the Divine Scripture®. 
And truly this Novel 
Do#rine ray agree with = ril.Carechef, 
Pythagoras's Ipſe dixit, tithes 
and is a good ſhelter for Paganiſm, the 
beſt Argument for which, Balbus faith, ig 
this, That he had received #t from his fore 
fathers *, The 7 ewiſh ® Cicero deNa- 
Rabbins told their DiſCl- tur. Deorum, l, 3. 

Cds. ples, . 
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ples, They. muſt believe whatever they 
raught them, though they ſhould ſay.that their 


right hand 2uas. their left. :. and it was be- 
coming enough in Apelles the Heretick 


to charge his ſeduced Scholars, not to ex- 
amine his Principles by © 
Reaſon * : But it 1s be- | 
low the Honour of true | 


*Euſeb. hiſt. lib. 


S C13. 


Religion to deſire to be taken upon truſt; 


ſo that this Doctrine is a policy of your 


Prieſts to. ſecure their evil Principles 
from being enquired into, and a device 


to make you dependonthem as Infallible | 


Oracles, Who can by this-means Tſead you F 
blind-fold whicher they will, and impoſe &# 


tereſt, under the pretence oftrue Religion. 
2. Auricular Confeſſion to a Prieſt was 


.any thing on you which ſerves their In- | 


voluntary of 01d, and. only uſed in cafe of | 


a troubled Conſcience, or a ffrong Tempta- 
07 : But it is now made neceflary at 
ſtated: times; in all probability to make 
the Prieſt maſter of every. mans Secrets, 
to diſcover the leaſt inclination of their 
Proſelites toleave them, to keep the Lairy 
in awe, and make them venerateand de- 
pend upon. their Spirirual Guide , who 


.hereby hath them at. his mercy : And 


their. 
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Y | their Dofors do affirm, that in ſome caſes” 
Bk #t is lawful to diſcover what ts revealed to 
| rhem in confeſſion, eſpecially if it concern the 
k E RomanCharch*, And 
* ® thus they have an Intel- * 41. Hal. Par.g. 
J * Tigencer in the breaſt of Sm 
"| every great man' of pen. & rem. n. 
E their Communion: The 24. D.Soto de. ra. 
, Exempting the Regular aeteg. Secr. mem. 3a 
Clergy from their Laws 94 : 
T Þ ful Biſhops Turisdifion, Which S: Bernard 
& | complains of as an un- 
© Þ jſt thing-*: And the * Barnard. de” 
1 F freeing Eccleſiaflicks from Conſid. lib. 3: 4 - 
- | their Natural Princes Authority is, that 
* | the Pope may have Subjects numerous 
'- | and potent to give Intelligence and” aber 
S | his Intereſ# in the bowels of all King-- 
| doms. The Popes Supremacy, Appeals to 
* | Rome, the Collation W; Benifices and other 
= Preferments, the Creating 'their ' Maker in 
- | the Maſs, with many others, do all aim 
at the Honour of the Church of Rome, and 
the making its moſt inferior Prieffs TE- 
vered.' Bnt becaufe the Honour of the 
Church of Rome Cannot be maintained - 
* without vaſt riches, it 1s obvious to all, 
that many» of their New Doffrines and” 
; Os Pratfices : 
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Prafices have been introduced with de-+ | 
ſign to fill the Churches Treaſuries: orif 
Tenorance and: Superſtition Were the Mo- 
ther of theſe gainful Devices, it 1s Certain 


Covetouſneſs hath been an officious Nurſe # 


unto them. As in the caſe of Purgatory, Þ 
and Prayers to deliver Soul; _ thence, a | 
Newel fancy, feared and ſuſpected at firit 

by ſome, but countenanced and Decreed 


by that Church, thereby to oblige the | 


people to give liberally for themſelves or 
their deceaſed Friends, to thoſe who {ell 
their Prayers ſo commonly that they | 
occaſioned that Proverb, No Penny, no Pa- | 
ter Nofter. It is impoſſible to reckon | 
che vaſt ſims that this Opinion brings in, | 
for ſo many Maſſes, Dirige's, Requiems, 
for thoſe Trentals, Obits, and Anniver-| 


faries, which the deluded Romaniſts pur- 
chaſe, with Oblations of Houſes and Lands, þ 


Plate, Veſtments, Fewels, Imagesand Ready.| 
2ony. And it is very remarkable , that 


the fear of lofing this Income was one ff 


main Impediment to reſtrain the Pope |! 
from yeilding to a Reformation. To thele | 
may be added the Doctrines of Images 
and Invocation of Saints,” With the reports 
of Miracles done at certain - places, and} 
the} 
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| the Device of Canonization by the Pope, 


{an Honour that none of the Sainrs for 
the firſt five or ſix Centuries ever had ) 
but certain it is, that people being per- 


= ſwaded of Afracles wrought on Earth, 
= and Irerceſion made-in Heaven, by theſe 
| Saints, do-undertake Piigrimages to theſe 
| places, and make Oblations there; or elſe 

ſend their Offerings, if they cannoe go = 


And this in ſo exceſſive degrees, that: 
there have been, and are ſome Shrines, 
which outvy the Treaſuries of the greateſt 
Princes of Europe ; WE may .taſtance in 
Tho. Becket's at Canter- | 
bury *, and the ſtill fa- 
mous Lady of Loretto f. 
The Reliques alſo of age 
all other Saints;yea,fich —-— 

as are ſaid to belong to py — 


| been formerly carried about to collect 


Money, yea, ſold for greatſums, and are 
accounted marketable ware, and very gains 


ful Commodities in the Roman Church 


The Year of Fubilee and diſtribution of It- 
dulgence;are uſed as de- _ Polydor, Virs 


Vices to get money,. as  , 7mm. 1; 
your own Writers Come 4 "i oy 


Plain ®; The Pope's pre- 


cence 
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#ows; and Oaths, Leaguerand Contratts, 


; 2o a power of Diſpenſing with 


Marriages in. probibited degrees, &c..fill | 
His: Cotters with $i/ver, and his Court 
with Sxitors: The taking maney for Pe- Þ 


marnces, and* granting Ab/olution uponit far 


20t0ri0#s - ſims, is. ſo known an Infamy, | 


That we have the very book in our hands, 
Copied out of the Original in the Apoſto- 
87c& Chamber, ſetting down the rates and 


VF. 
«x 
is I 
; 


 fimstobe paid for 4b/o/ution from the | 


amoſt: Dorrid. wickedpeſſes: And to con- | 


- +ince us that: Moxey is the only thing 


@ngtir bythe Church in theſe Ab/olptions, | 


xbe.faid book tells.us, that Theſe 6s of | 


Grace. caunct. oY "to the Poor, who | 


Spve nothing, a 
Vide Taxam 


therefore cannot. be com 


preſk, Pariſis,, bave theſe and-many 
: more ways: to. draw 
money from tlie people, yetthe Pope uſes 


them but as Spunges, to ſuck in 2vealrh 


forted* . And though | 
Bier Arolbll Em. the ' Priefs and Fryers | 


x 
L499 


 Fromoothers, that he may ſqueez . it into | 


Fs -own' Coffers afterwards : For it is 
Trarce-within the Teach of Arithmetick 


- 
oi % 
xi 
06; 
| 


what. ſums the Riman- Chimch? receives - 


yang = 


trom the. I»feryour Clergy and. Biſbops for-Þ 
{ Aw 


[8 
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Inſtitutions , Confirmations , Inveſſitures., 
| Palls, Firſt-fruits, Tenths, &c. Thevery 
Ul Tembs and Firf-fruits formerly enjoyed 
NE bythe Pope,. amounting in this Nation, - 
& | as we now compute them, | to above 
A * 20000 I. per. Ann. And in the time of the 
Y, | Romer Juriſdiction here, the Clergy paid 
s, | hima Ffrþ part of their Livings, ſfome-- 
0- | times for two or three years beſide : and. 
\d B for the Engliſh Biſhops, their ſubjeCtion to 
ie Þ Rome Coſt them dear, Walter JeGrey Arch- 
l- | biſhop of York paying Ten thouſand 
Ss | pound ferling” for his 
Is, Pall © M Ans it was BR _—_ _— 
of | complained in the 234 | 
bg | of Henry 8th:that the Papacy had receivd 
” | out of England inabout forty years patit, 
7h Þ for pony of yo only, threeſcore 
xs Þ thouſand pounds*. AN A Þ- 
y | the Pottine of forcing rms, 
| : - £50, 

Wk all Prieſts to. renownce 

es | Marriage, is maintained by the Policy-of 
hb | the Roman Court, that they may notonly 
o | profit by them living, but be their Heirs 
is } when theydie, there being no other good. 
;& | reaſon. to be given. for this rigid Impo- 


eS-j ſition , for. ſire they: will not ſay it is | 
T-Þ ſwply unlawful for. Prie//s-to marry, 
- " oe ſince- 
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ſince Pius the Second affirmed, They may Þþ | 
= be allowed to marry*;Þ 

* P1U5'2. 5s Gy and their great Canoniſt 
Concil. Bail. v34e ſaith, There is as great 
item Platin. in ejus - | 
vita, p. 329. reaſon to allow Prieſts 
+ Panormitan: de marriage mow , as ever 
Clericis conjug.Can. there was to reſtrain it t 
Cumolim. What then ! do they 
forbid it that Pri-ft, may be more pure? 
that cannot be the reaſon, becauſe St. 
Paul faith, Marriage defiles not, Heb. xiii. 
4. And Fornication, Which certainly doth 
_ defile, is tolerated, if 


*Decree. P.Ale#. ot allowed ®, and cal. 


l. 3. tit. 2.C. 3: 


Glo. ad Gra- 1d 2 wvenial fin | : how- 
a +4 $2:c.5. ever reputed by their 
* Ibid.:di/?. 345 Caſuiſtsa lefler ſin in the 
Can.7.Colterusen- Prieſt, than Marriage *. 


qo Celibss. ard how pure thi 
irs Doctrine makes your 
Clergy, let Experience and your own 
Writers teach you. There are many (faith 
S. Bernard ) who cannot be hid for their 
Multitude, nor do they ſeek to be conceales 

through their Impudence,wvbo being kept fr, 
Nuptial Remedies, run into all filthine(s *, 
%Bern.de Converſ: T here are few free (faith 
ad Clerie,cap: 29, + another) in theſe... days 
roms 
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from the crime of Fornication *. The Pope 
| thinking it almoſt a Mi , 
iſt | racle ſome Ages ſince to ti Gleff a _ 
| ian, diſt. 82:c. 5. 
ear hear a Candidate for a + Matth. Parif. - 
its B Biſhoprick atteſted to þi/t. An. 1234. 
ver ſy bea pure Virgin F The 
tT;Þ trae Reaſon therefore of this DoCtrine, 
which occaſion ſo much wickedneſs, we 
*K may learn from the Canon Law : which 
8 allows not Regular Bithops to diſpoſe of 
their EfFates by Will, nor others of the 
Clergy to be too free of their Alms in 
their ſickneſs *, (how _ ; 
earnoſtly ſoover they Decretal. Gre- 
: gor.[ib.3.deTeſtam. 
exhort the Laity there- tir. 26. cap. 7, 9. 
unto? ) And thus the 
theſ Church becomes their Heir : And theſe 
Spoils of the Clergy (as they very ſignih- 
mis cantly term them) ybich fall ro the Church. | 
url ' at their deaths amount to a good round ſum,. 
wng asa judicious Author ob- , 
uns ferves®.Icannot expreſs , _— " 
rf} one half of thoſe Arts *'**97- 
which the Roman Church hath to drein 
'both Clergy and Laity : But certain it is, 
| they do draw a Maſsof Treaſure Annual- 
ly from the Countries under their yoke, 
inſomuch that it was complained of þ., 
. 
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the Council of Spain, that Pope Pins th 
bad got foourteen Millions out of that King. 
dom in a fhort (pace * 
*Europ.Specul. And in - the. time: & 
pag. 199. Henry 3d of England" 
was computed, that the Popes Revenue on 
of this- Nation exceeded the Kings *. Ari 
another time complaitt 

* Antiquitat. was made by the Eng: 
Britain. Pp. = c liſh , that there em 
YR. three/corethouſand Mark; 
pap. 6675- © Epiſt. ; = 6 
.Anglor. ad Inno-: Yearry Cut of his Land t1 
cent. | Rome 7 I ſhall nr 
mention the Frauds and 

Cruelties uſed in Collecting this Mony* 
only nothing that Fohan. Sarichurienſts, 
great Bigot of the Popes (and a hot ſticks! 
ler in Beckets Cauſe) aſſures us, Thar: rhe 
Legates of the A Poſtolical Seat, did Tyrans 


nize over the Provinces , as if the Dewvil 


(ſaith he) 2vere gone out from the preſenct 
of the Lord to ſcourge the 
Church * ; yetto oppoſeſÞ 


® Sarilb, Polycra- 
eicon, lib, 5. c.16. 


theſ@e Officers' of the: 


Pope, 1s.reckoned at_Roomre the moſt mortal 
ſin : No wonder then can itbe,that Pope' 
Sixtus Fth, in five years time got tagether' 
Eive Millions of Crowns(as Ciracella Re | 

us) 


PS. BORA CE I ESSE th = > HE < Y] 
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"6 us) Four Millions of which his Succeſſer 
m Gregory 14th waſted in Pomp and Riot in 
+8 Je/s chan ten months time: Europ. Spec. p. 
«8 263. And indeed they ſpend theſe Sq- 
+l cred Treaſures as badly as they get them ; 
ox} che very Popes themſelves of late deſign- 
Hil ing only to ſwallow all the little neigh- 
i840 bouring Principalites, and tomake them- 
Fo ſelves Temporal Princes, to raiſe theis 
en Nephews and: Nieces (if not Sons and 
rh; Daughters.) and advance their Families to 
1+; the higheſt Dignities and Fortunes. 'So 
1650 that there is little of Holineſs left in them 
nd but-in an empty Title, it being a little. 
ny| above a hundred years ſince one faid, 
of No man at this day looks for Holineſs in 
>the Popes , they are acccunted excellent, if 
rhaflthey be tolergbly good, or leſs wicked than 0+ 
anther men: arg: Papyr. Maſſon. in Vit. Juli 
+0031: 9n. 155D. And the relit of his Clergy 
yz Aand People are ſuitable ; for, 1: canner 
Be diſſembled (ſaitha late exact Obſerver ) 
that the whole Country is ſtrangely overflow 4 
with wickedneſs, with filthineſs of ſpeech, 
$oith beaftlineſs of atticns; both Governors 
»d Subjects, both Prieſts and Fryers, each 


Wriving as #t were with other in an Impu- 
rerineſs therein ; EUTOP. Spec. Þ. 27. _ 
: wil 
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will not purſue this moſt ungrateful Sub. /{j; 
jet, which I profeſs I do not relate out hh; 
of any envy, or delight intelling ſuch fad! If 
ſtories ; but I am forced to ſay theſe un, 
pleaſing Truths toreſcue your Souls from 
thoſe who ſerve the ends of their Ambinlln, 
. Fion and Covetouſneſs out of your Deva« ths t 
tion ; from thoſe who perſwade you tojhe; 
Call that Religions which maintains themp,j 
in the higheſt Plenty and Luxury ; from}, 
thoſe who decree, That Good works meritii; 
Salvation, not becauſe they believe thighs 
Doctrine, (for if they did, they would doSha1 
more good 20rks themſelves) but becauſiflliye 
this Perſwaſion among the People fillscha&on 
Churches Treaſures, and hath made thei; 
Old Pious and poor Prieſts and Deacons-dhjhon 
Rome, Illuſtrious Cardinals, who in Maghrac 
nificence and Pomp dare vye With thifhgy 
greateſt Eſtates of Chriſtendom ; and theufhgy 
Great Maſter fcorns to have Kings and 
Emperours thought his Equals : Wherefore, 
when you have duly weighed all this, 
and Conſidered the Pride and inſatiable 
Awarice of the Roman Church, and withal 
obſerved, how all the Doftrines in which 


they differ from us, tend meerly to ad- 
vance theſe ends, you cannot think it un-f 
| likely, 
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d. Fikely, that ſuch men with ſuch deſigns 
it Yhould alter and add to their 0/4 Faith, 
q! ſpecially-when you hear St. Paul fay,The 
Move of 910717 is the root of all evil,which while - 
one covered after, they have erred from the 
Waith, 1 Tim. vi. to. It is nothing that 
truly Ancient or really good, that we 
xerfſwade you to renounce ; but Novel 
Policies and Devices Which- miniſter to 
tcular deſigns, and'you ought to account 
'1\Fim your Friend whowould refcue you 
Wrom this 8þuſe, and perſwade you into 
What Church, whoſe Prixciples are Primi»: 
vive, plain and honeſt, whoſe Clergy are 
\Tottent with the Revenues which the: 
Kg aws of the Land allow them, having 
Q%FHone of theſe Unchriftian Artifices of ex- 
Faordinary gains, nor.no deſign to teach 
nou any Do&rines, butuch as will make: 
Fou good, and direct you in the way ta 
Heaven. | | 


Yor 
Js 
tO; 
mm; 
m 
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| OY q [EL 


IWhether the ſaid Oprntons were Py fre 
eſtabliſhed by evil means? - «hat 
| "> Na 
HE next Enquiry 1s, By hat meamWon 
theſe New Doftrines became ſo peneah 
rally believed ? And here firſt we may 
note, your Church hath good reaſon taht 
uſe this Proverb, Ignorance is the Motheipp'| 
of Devotion ; becauſe the wretched b/znadWw 
»e{s of thoſe Ages wherein theſe Opiniub 
ons were propagated, did. hugely contraſts 
bute to their reception : for it is not to. beih24 
denied, that from the time of the decayhwii 
of the Weſtern Empire, and the Irruptions@yo 
of the Goths and Vandals into EnroptziWate 
there began to bs a great decay of Leaiy/ 
ning, and Barbariſm crept in by degreegſke 
which is evident by the different ſtyleſch 
and way of writing which the later Fiſt; 
thers uſe, in compariſon of thoſe who x- 
liv'd in the firſt four or five Centuries, ati 
at length this Jomorance became fo uniſſhe' 
verſal, Fhat the ſtudy of the liberal Ariofffv- 
was generally laid aſide, as an old Hiſto. 
Tian 
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rian complains * : yea ſuch groſs folly 
'ſthen poſſeſt the world =* Sabellic: Exe, 
Was one of that time con* 9: #% fo 
JWfeſſes ) rhat Chriſtians believed more abſurd 
Y bin Sy than ever Pagans * Apobardus [;þ, 
tloave credit zo ®. And ge.grandine, 5c" 
hat Age which bred ver/. ſin: 


-Wnany of theſe Errors is commonly by 
Four own Writers Called, The Obſcure 
re * , being whally | | 
Mt bont any perſons emi- * Baron. Annal. 


mt for Wit or Learn- Tom.x.An.goe.\..I 
+ Genebrard, 


"1 pf, = very inferior Qi Oo 9 

ay weſt's being 110t able to © * Prefatio R. 

WRAſate an Epiſtle into Aluredi ad Paſto- 

Lam *, which e£gyprti- v4 Gregorii. 
*darkneſs comtinued in all the weſtern 
We rill a few years beforethe Reformation, 

four own Eſpencaus - 

Wofelſerh *. 'Now this Co 
hþfupidicy muſt needs E TIO 
fake the world apt andealie tobe abuſed 

With the moſt abſurd and monſtrous 

JWctrines ; for Ignorance is the Mother of 

& Errors,asan old Coun- 
affirms *, and not of 
!Me' Deworicn (as you 

w-pretend. ) This made way for the 

v7” Politick 


* Concil, Tole- 
tan. 4.0.24. A.633. 
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Politick Guides of Rome to nnpoſe ſud 
Opinions on the Church as might be: + 
ſerve their own ends ; Theſe Tares wſh::! 
ſowed while men ſlept, Matth. xiii. 25. an 
there were many Circumſtances conuſhi;! 
ring in thoſe unlucky Ages which cont:1! 
buted to the furthering the Roman defini 
the withdrawing of the Emperors infÞ7 
the Eaſt, and firſt the Decay ofthe fa» 
Empire 3 then the deſtrufion of:1i8:8 
' Eaftern, and the deſolation of all the i % 
mous Oriental Churches by the ſpreadgſſi* 
Inundation of Turks and Saracens * | * 


that the Pope had neither Emperor th 
Pairiarch ( for a long time ) that caluf* 


oppoſe him, the A4;ſeries of all Chrif Fo 
dom giving him opportunity to ni of 
himſelf the ſole Governor of theſe Pario 
the World, and none were able to tf! 
tend with him,though many complaiſh#® 
of his Uſurpation ; Fohan. Saricburih* 
relling 4driay 4:h (who asked him wWI'#* 
men thought of the Rowan Church) 14 6 
they eſteemed it a Stepmother, not a W , 
ther ,and the Pope of Rome bim{el, bel 

* Sarisbur. Po- frievous to all,and ah 
lyeraticon , lib; 6: intolerable *. 1 ſhall i 


Cap. 24. now be ſo tediouſ:* 
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ſigh you asto relate,how this Church by force, 
x and by taking all advantages did attempt 
wefl;.t0 ſuppreſs all that did oppoſe her Impo- 
an ftions and Grandewr ; what wars the 
uh. Fopes raiſed againſt the German Emperors, 
wins: what occaſions they took to enſlave the 
font: Greek Church, when they petitioned for 
"n}-7Elief againſt the conquering , and crul 
bl. Tzrks; what Perſecutions they raiſed a- 
fo gainſt the Albigenſes, Bohemians and Wick- 
mY viſe, and how they deſtroyed all that 
a&h;zeliſted their Imnevations with fire and 
© word; enly deſiring you to remark,that 


»\n8:the Roman Church was the firſt Author of 


ol £utting men to death for that which they call 
ABHereſy : A practice wholly dittering 
kf oFFom the Rules of Chri- - MS na 
afufſonity *, from the O- "2 Tim. 24, 
> e210» and Practice of "35.1 
ae Ancient Church T : = amy 


| 0 i, being a New and un- Gai. Tele 
\ Wit #card of 2ay of Preaching 4+ Cap: 50. 

] F< faith your S. Gregory ) % Boyer Boi, 
f orce en by ſt ripes to Conſtantinop. 

th believe®, yetby Fireand 

3 Fagor the modern Church of Rome affrights 


al the Worldiinto the embracing theſes Arti- 
aui]:£ics, or by Inqufinions and Racks, awes 
| | 0 it 


- LE " 
” 
A pane Oren AP eters - 2 A Ty 
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' ſought for ſolid Arguments *tb confirm 
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it into /ilence. Her Greatneſs 8 Riches, her 
Tstereſ# and Severity to Oppoſers, have 
been one ſort of means to obtrudethebe. 
lief of her gainful Articles upon men; and 
her Policiesand Frauds have been another, 
for you-cannot think it unlikely that they 
(who have fo little Piety as to turn Reh. 
gion into Policy) ſhould haye o little ho- 
neſty as to equivocate for the defence of 
their Polictick Religion ; and verily, the 
Ipnorance and Credulity of thoſe blind A- 
ges were ſuch, that your Church never 


their New Decrees, but butt them uſually 
upon Fi;t#ons, and proved them by noto- 
riousForgeries, and accounted this 'way off | 


proceeding not only Jawfal, but piows, foff © 


that whoſoever reads thoſe Diſcourſes off | 
your Feſuits in defence of theſe Deceits, 


- Called by them Pi2e-fxaudes,will conclude 


the High-Prieſts of Rome-Chriſtian as wellſ ./ 


asRome-Hecathen to have been of opinion, 
that it was expedient the people ſhould be FA þ 
ceived in their Religion, as Scevola the Pa- 
gan. Pontifex M. mn St. Auguſtine ſaith * ; 

| | and no doubt your 
 * Auguſt. de Ci= Church agrees -with the 
vie. Dei, 1. 4.6.27, Heathen Varro in the 
- ſame 


a> ns cw a. —_— — —_ :- 
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fame Author *, where he ſaith, There 
are many Truths in Re », , tem, ibid. 
ligion which it 1s not ex- = 

peatent. for the people ro — + 


know, and though divers things theremn be 
£9 yet the people ought to think. them true. 
\ The inftances.of: ſome particulars will 
make this more .eyidetit; 1. Airacles 
. were the foundation, and moſt anthentick 
.. proofs for Invocation of Saints, Veneration 
of Images and Kelicks, Pilgrimages, Pur- 
gatory, Monaſtical Vows, and molt of the 
- gainjull Articles ot the Roman Church ; and 
yet-S.Chryſoſtome faith, that there were no 
| ; HI of the power» of Miracles left in 
the Church in hu time, _ _ PR 
> And your St. Gr yy Por, bh, 4» 
Y, thinks them unnecella- '_ Y Gregor, Mag. 
Ty among Believers, hom. 4 _ ©»; 
# {o do many Q- EM oy de 
| thers? : Yet in the dark on. OT 
Ages nothing was more jy 1;b. Judic: 
frequently pretended 7 


than 24iractes wrought by Saints living 


and dead, as appearsiþby the Itories of 
their. Lives, - aud.the, Legends of your 
Church, which, Relations are'ſo ſenfelefs 
and ſo-ridicutous, ſo. impoſſible and un- 
4 D likely, 


ad 
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likely, ſo little agreeing with Chronology, 
Hiſtory, or Geography, that the Modern 
| Writers of the Komar Party are aſhameU 
of them. ' Hence your own Can cotn- 
Plains, that theſe Authors of Saints Lives: 
with falſe and counterfeit Fables have blemi-: 
Canus, Loc.Com- ſhed the Lives of $ aints ®,: 
-mun. lib. 1T..c.6. And the ſame Writer : . 
, d Idem ibid Faith there ®,. that the: 
-Author of your ſo famed Golden Legend. 
as 4 man of an Tron forehead and a Leaden _ 
« Harding a ſoul: Harging alſo affir-' 
garnſt Jewels 4p6l, meth ©, That there be ma- 


ny vainFables init, Simeon Metaphraſtes-. 
3s another of theſe Miracle Writers, and is: 
Jo eminent, that he isread'in the Modern 
@ Breviicr, Rakn Roman Breviaries d, and: 
-n-- Yet Cardinal Bellarmine' 


Fe. Nicol. 6. Dec. Y 1 larmin 
S. Blaſhi, blames him for :ncredi-: 


Feb. 13,  Hleſtories, & relationsnot' 
» Feſt. S. Alexll, agreeing to Ancient VWWiHi-" 
Jl; 8 ters, He aads ((aith he): 
many things out of his own wit, not as they: 
were really done, but as they might have been | 
ant ame ©, And 1s not this 
Scriptar, Eccleſ, POtorions forgery? Yea,/ P 
- - the Popes themſelves in! | N: 
the lateſt ſort of Brevearres 24 — / fl ti 
2 | of 
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of theſe fabnlous X{racles ont, ſince they 
have done the work now for which they 
wereinvented ; the DoCtrines ſupported 
by theſe {zes are now generally embraced, 


> | and-when the arch 1s compleated, the 
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props on which 1t was raiſed , may be 
laid aſide; yet ſtill you ought to ask, If 
theſe ſtories were falſe, how came the 


oY | Infall:ble Church to put them into her Of- 


fices? if they were true, why doth ſhe 
now reject them? And it is obſervable, 
that the Roman Church at preſent pre- 
tends but to very few Afracles, and the 
Doctors thereof (in this knowing age ) 
are very ſhie of believing any at all, as 
proves at large, The ,, po8wnnrg" 
Reaſon of which muſt 7,7, cx. p. 402. 
needs be, becaufe they | 
fear this inquiſitive and learned Genera= 
tion ſhould diſcover the fraud of them. 
For ſince Miracles are eſpecially neceſſary 
toconvince xzbelievers, there is far more 


| need of them ſince the Reformation (when 

| ſo many disbelteye the Religion of your 
Church) than was before (when all the 
| Nations of the Veſ# were at the Devo- 


tiog thereof.) Yet then:many Afracles 
1 5-4 D 2 ' are 


.are recorded and now few or none, att 
Argument ſufficient tomake a wary man 


_ thoſe Opinions which were believed at 


-ons on the Ronuſh 
-Devot:ons. 


*written to abnſe real Religion (as ſome tell 


that hypocrite which hath long walked in 
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believe, there were few real Miracle; at 
any time ſince the ſettlement of Chri- 
ſtianiry z onely the ſuperſtitions and igna- 
rant credulity of the former Ages was fit 
to be abuſed with ſuch Pretences: And 
now, why are you ſo ſtiff in maintaining 


firſt vpon ſo flight and falſe inducements; 
as theſe Legends and Miracles are confeb 
Fed to be? But this Argument is of late | 
ſo fally handled by two ff 

excellent Pens 8, that 1 
may difmiſs it, with my 
hearty wiſh you would 
read thoſe Tracts with- 
out Prejudice, being not 


E Dr. Stilling. 
ficet of Miracles : 
And the Reffext- 


you) but to undeceive you, and unmask 


the venerable Mantle of Truth: Nor 
ought you to be angry at the Relators,but 
at the Inventors of ſuch falſhoods, whof 
Have got many fair Houſes and Lands,} 
vaſt ſums of Money and innumerable 
coltly Oblations by theſe Fi&tions, to the 
Goands lof Chriftianity it{elf. My ſecond 

| = Hs anſtance 
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inſtance ſhall be of the Artifice of forging- 
Records for to atteſt their Novel Dorines., 
(eſpecially that of the Pope? Supremacy): 
they put out divers ſpurious Tracts un- 
der illuſtrious names, which ſerved to- 
wheedle an z/irerate Age into a Reve-- 
rence for the Roman Church and her Opi-- 
nions, Whereas now the cheat 1s ſo pal- 
pable,that your modern Dottors (though 
they keep the Concluſions) diſown thoſe 
teigned Books that were the Premiſſes 
from whence they were inferred : Of this 


_ nature are the Decreral Epiſiles of all the 


Popes from Clemens down to Pope Syricins 
An.385.. formerly cited as good Authort- 

ties, and tranſcribed ſome parts of thent- 
into your Canon Law, but now the moſt 
learned Romaniſts confeſs a great part of 
them to be mere for- | 

veriesÞ ; Baronins ſtyles Þ Jo. de Turre- 

divers of them Apocry- rem. de Eccl, l. 2. 

phali: And Cardinal © *”s "Deeds 

Cuſanus ſaith, That be- q,;m. oo Scrip. 


| ing applied to the times Eccl. 1.1. c.2. 
6 of thoſe Holy men they An Ch Eſpenczus: 


k de Contin. |. 1. C26 
betray themſelves, And Ce Rom. 


Pontif 1.2.c.14. | Baron. Annal. T.2.An-102. $46,7. 
* k- Cyſanus de Concard. Cathol. l. 2. £34. 
; N.3. 


indeed 
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indeed theſe Epiſtles were never cited by 
any good old Author, and were firſt 
brought into France by one Riculfrw Arch- 
B. of Aerts five hundred years after thoſe 
Popes were dead, as Hincmarxs Arch-B | 
of khemes a Writer of | 

hb, contr. Hincm. that age afhrms4, and 
Laudunenſ, Baronius alſo confe(- 
Baron. Annal. ſeth ®., Nor did the Ro- | 

T. 9. An. 855. $55 manSce bluſh ſome Cen- 
6, 7: Luries ago to alledge for 
its Supremacy the moſt fabulons Donation 
of Conſtantine the Great, wherein he is 
pretended to-make the Pope head over the | 
whole Church, and ſuperiour to all the four | 
Patriarchs of the Eaſt (naming Conſtants | 
ople for one, which City was not yet | 


' 1 Hincm. Rhem. 


Þuilt) giving him in fee the City of Rome, 


and all italy, with a!l the Provinces of the 
Weſtern Empire, (though he gave al} theſe 
to one of his Sons afcerwards.) This ſenſe- 


leſs Edi was pleaded by ſeveral of the |} - 
'Popes in former times to countenance 


" Adrian. Epiſt, their ambitious pre- | 
ad Conſt. (5 Iren. tences®, and of Old wa Þ 


— —_ _— received Without fuſpici- | 
c. Ep. ad Michael, 977 by the graveſt and | 


Conſt. An, 1054 Jearnedſt Dottors , ' faith 


Binitn kt + 


| _viſed the thinks 
Greeks, and now adays . Twp, i. p.154 
all Romaniſts. generally 
: diſown it, and indeed it is as ridiculous a- 
+ forgery as ever the world ſaw. My Bre- 
' vity will not. allow. me to enlarge upon. 
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. Bxm4us ©, who yet confteſleth there, it: 


© Not. mM Edit: 


was 2 mere Egery de- 
by the Conſtant, ' Coneil. 


this Subjet, otherwiſe I.could add innu- 


.merable Examples of like dealing. The 


abſurd Council. of Si-uefſa, The mon- 
{trons Recognitions of Clement, The 
threcſcore new Canons father'd by Turri- 


| . az and others, upon the famous General 
.. Council of. Nice, The Pem'ifical aſcribed 


to' Pope Damaſus; with. innumerable 


& ,other Tracts of the ſame Metal, being all 
, apparent Forgeres, and yet were long, 
. Countenanced by Rome to ſupport her un- 


juſt, Supremacy, and other Innovations. 


My third Inſtance ſhall be of ſuppreſſing or 
.. Corrupting true Records, of which take 2 
few Examples : The Legats of Rome,with- 


1n leſs than a hundred years after the ge- 


neral Council of Nice, did produce two 


Canons (to prove the Popes Right to re- 
ceive Appeals) in a famous Council of 
Carthage, An. 419. which Canons they 
| | D 4 Pre- 
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pretended were made in the aforeſaid 
Nicene Council; but thefe Canons whol- 
ly differed from all the beſt Manuſcripts 
of that Council then extant, particularly 
from two eminent ones,which the African 
Fathers ſent for from Conſtantinople and 
Alexandria; nor do they agree with 
thoſe genuine Editions of 'the Nzcene 
Council now extant;; and indeed the 
Council of Carthage received not theſe 
pretended Canons of Nrce, but eſteemed 
them to have been corrupted, as we do at 
this day : Not long after (to abet the 
Reman Supremacy) Pope Leo writing to 
Theodoſins the Emperor, cites a Canon of 
a particular and dubious Council at Sar-_ 
dica, of later Date and leſs Authority, 
affirming it to be a Canon of the general 
Council at Vice?: The 
_Þ Leo. Pa. E- Fdition of the Councils 
pie egg put ont by Dionyſus E Xs 
| | zgums , about An. 520. 
\j being for a long time 
}] the fole approved Copy extant in thefe 
li] parts of the World, doth in favour of 
| the Pope's Supremasy ,, leave out divers 
Canons even of General Comcils which 
S ſzem 


V—_—_ 
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ſeem to make againft it 1, though the 
ſaid Canons are recor- ET 
ded in Zonaras and Bal- 1 Exempli gr. 
. - Tres Canon. Concil. 
ſamon, and in. this Age \, Conſtantinop. 
confeſſed to have been Ones Can. Lon- 
made in thoſe Councils ugh Ephef, 0m 
by the Romanifts them- 3: ©4791 25, Con- 
ſclves; but in the time EY m_— 
when the Supremacy was 
in hatching, it was not thought expedient - 
thoſe Canons ſhould be known. It were . 


_endlcſs to reckon vp all the Additions, 


Diminutions, and Alterations, which all 
the Roman Editions of the Councils ſince 
are guilty of ; and becauſe an ingenious -: 
Eſſay hath-been made that way by a late -: 
Author, I ſhall refer my 
Reader thither ”, and _* Roman Forge- - 
out of infinite Examptts 755 Hm Lond. . 
conclude with one Evi- 77 
dent piece of Falſifica--- 


La 


tion: The xxxv. Canon of the Council-/ 


of Laodicea, forbids the faithfull to call ” 
on the name of Angels, which being a . 
condemnation of the Doctrine and Pra- - 
tice of Rome in Praying to Angels, the . 
Later Editions of this Council have ime - 
pudently put in Anewlos [_ Angles, - or 

| Ds Corners} . 
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Corners] inſtead of Angelos [ Angels, | 


i Angulos legunt, 
Merlin. Torn. I. 
Concil. edit. An. 
15 30. Colon. 

_ - Erabbe p. 226, 
ed. A.1538. Co- 
Jon. Carranza ſum. 
Concih, pag. 82. 
Lugd. 1568, 

* Ap. Zonar. 
Balſam, C5 Har- 

, menopulum. 

u Theodor. in 
Coloſ. 3. 

Photius Nom 
Canon. Tit.12. C. 9. 

* Dionyſ. Exig. 
Cd. Can. n. 138, 

Creſcon. breui- 
«7, Can. Y 90. 

Tulgent. Fer- 
rand. Brev. Can. 


$ 184. 


\_, * Cyprian. &p. 
40+ Earr. 

_ Gryphu þ. 52. 
Morelli 124. 


tram =, Pameli 
Petrum , #per: Peter ,, inſtead of xpon 4 
; | Rock. 


though all the Greek 
Copies ® and Fathers | 
read 'Ayyiaun, and all | 
the old Latin Exemplars | 
have, Angelos*. Yea, 
Pope Adrian himſelf | 
(defore this worſhip-of | 
Angels came up) rzad it | 
[ Angelos] 1n that Epl- 

tome of Canons which | 
he ſent to Charles the 

Great, An. 773. Thus 
they corrupt the Coun- | 
cils to ſuit them ta | 
their own Opinions : | 
Nor have ſingle Fathers | 
and ancient Authors | 
fared better : S. Cypri- 
an put out by Pamelins 
is altered in many 
places contrary tothe | 
ancient Copies ; for 
— where the Fa- 
ther faith, the Church 
35 founded Super Pe- | 


us changes it into Super 


«+ faying of the Sacramen- 


creed ©. But why. doI 
ſtand upon particular 
-- wickedneſs which all other Men account ... 
the ſame Villany with ſuborning falſe Wit - 
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Rock 1. And Ludovicuw Vives (a Romaniſt) 
aſſures us that there are ,,.., 
ten'or twelve lines po- py, 40 þ. 7 


. ſitively aſſerting Purga- 
++20xy, Put into the Printed Copies of S.. 
Aug. de Civitate Des, 1,21. c. 24. contra- 
Ty to the ancient Manyu- 
'- feripts *. Fulbertns Car- 


Com.in Aug.de Civ. . 


norenſis quotes De Aug. Det, l. 21. c.2& . 


tal Bread, Thu then us a figure (the Ro- - 


man Editions put in) Ar a Hererick will : 


ſay, when indeed S. Auguſtine ſays ſo, 
and ſpeaks .his own. 
fenſe *, Aimonixe ſPea- nor ea tree. 

king of the 8th Council * pag. 168. 


- faith, They determined. * 
about Images otherwiſe than the: Orthodox . 
Fathers had Decreed: and 10. Baronius - 
:.Teads®: But the Mo- | 
--dern Printed Copies _ * Baron. Annat. 
' Quite contrary Put In, 
©. -=-according as the Or- G:oii; Franc. 5. . 


Torn. X. an. 869. 
e Ajimonius de _- 


thodox Fathers had De- cap: 8. 
Inſtances? : This ; 


xefſesy ., 


z Ludovy. Vives: . 
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aeſſes, ſtopping the mouths of the' True, 
and counterfeiting Hands and Seals, is 
owned by the preſent Church of Roe : 
And Srixtus Senenſis doth highly extoll 
Pope Pim 5th for his moſt holy Decree, to 


burn all Books which were (accounted) He- 


retical, To purge and cleanſe all Catholic, 


; Authors, and eſpecially” 
” ones Wa hs Writings of the Fa- 


cup. ante Bibltothe- 


cam Sixti Senen, Fthers 9. Now in what 


moſt holy work, the Belzick Inquiſitors 
(appointed by the Roman Sce) ſhall tell 
you, We ſtrike out (ſay they) many Errors, 
in other of the Ancients, we extenuate and 
excuſe them, or by feioning a Commentitious 


alofs, either deny, or fix a commodions ſenſe 


» Conferer Belg; £* thas Words ©, Thus 
de libro Bertrami, #hiey ſerved S. Ambroſe 
his Works, cancelling 
and altering whole pages together, con- 
Irary to all the Old Manuſcripts, as aP- 
peared by the Original Papers which S4- 
- warirs the Stationer ſhewed to Franca Fu- 
x74, according to which the Inquiſitors 

+ Junil Prof, ad had ordred him to print 

' Fadicem Expurg, That Edition: Luga. An. 

Kenſ, Belg, 1559 f. Thus they _— 
| | tae 


manner they effect this 
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| the ſtory of Pops Foan out of the Copies. 


| faid 2dannſcripts 8. And 
| F might fill a Volnme 


of Anaſtaſins Biblioth. though the Many- 
ſcripts had the ſaid ſtory in them as Mar- 
uar. Freherms teſtified, who lent them the 


8 Blond. Etift. 
—_ | - | 
with inſtances of like Join Papiſ. c p 


#njuft dealings, but I will 
onely add the memorable account which 
Boxhormius one of your Divinity Profeſ- 


ſors at Lovain gives of himſelf, viz. That 


| he having been employed by the Inquiſitors | 


| to ftrthe ont at leaft ſix hundred places of the 


| Ancients, which ſeemed to make againſt the 


| Roman Dorines, was ſo troubled in mind 
«|| por: zt,, that it was an occaſion of hu turning 
| Proteſtant, and made him reſolve to quit 


of rhar Religion which could not defend it ſelf 


-N without ſuch manifeſt Im- 
fpofures b, And 1 wiſh , | H<mr: Box- 


horn. de Euchart- 


the conſideration there- j;z 7 2. 71th, 
;yof might have the ſame pools 
-Feftect upon you; for the matter of Fact is 


go evident, that the Index Expurgatorins, 


'Fthe Book which directs theſe Falſfirations, 


Bis now come into Protefftant hands to the 


it 
i 


eternal Infamy of the -Romar Church ; 


whoſe people cannot rationally truſt to 
| aty 
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any Author which.comes- through their 
' Prieſts diſhoneſt hands ; And ſince fal/+ 
Books are invented, true and: genuine 
Writers altered and corrupted ; or-elſe 
wholly prohibited, if they ſeem to:make 
againſt them ( for which cauſe Clement 
$8:h. puts the Bible into his Index of pro. 
hibited Books) and all Editions but their 
own condemned and burnt by the R oman 
Church ; the people muſt needs be delu- 
ded into a perſuaſion, that all'theſe New 
Do@trines are Primitive Truths, when 1n- 
deed this abominable Forging evidently 
ſhews, that the Pope and, his Conclavf 
think that both Scripture and Antiguiryfj + 
do make againſt theſe Innovations, andf 
would diſcover the. Impoſture, if they} | 
vere ſuffered to ſpeak out; to whom [| 
may juſtly apply the words of Arnobiu, |} - 
Fo intercept w 
ro ſmother publiſhed Records, us not to defend} 
the Gods, but to fear the Teſtimony of thi ++ 
IRE. Truth | : And becauſe + 
Genr. lib. 1. Good Oy (a8 S. Aug ſtim 
* Aug. de verb. . faith ) will not deceive L 
Apoft. Ser. 32. but neither good nor evil 
men would willingly be dt- 


at 15 written, and to defionÞy ©: 


Devoted] --. 


ceived &., I may ſuppoſe that the mo} i 


4 4 
4 
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Devoted Romaniſt cannot 'but. diſcern 
how unſafe he is in believing.,as thoſe men 
teach him. whomake no Conſcienceto in- 
.\yent, impoſe and pretend things never ſo 
-: falſe,provided they may thereby advance 
.i:their Churches Intereſt, or their own pri- 
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vate ends: They who dare write Lies, 


; will not be afraid to ſpeak them,and they 
who corrupt the Remains of the Holy 
- Saints deceaſed. are notto be truſted with 
-. the Souls of the living; and whoever 
' gives himſelf up to ſuch Guides, unnatu- 
. rally chuſes his own deluſion, and deſpe- 


x 
v : 


rately hazards his own ſalvation : S. Am- 


. broſe adviſeth us if we chuſe a Guide, to 


Lies 
| 1) 


'be carefull he be endued with two pro- 


| /2Þerties, Honeſty and Prudence : for his 


Honeſty will be a ſecurity that be will not de- 


+Ceive us, and bis Prudence will prevent our 
1: Juſpicion of his being ae- 


:\ wiſe Counſel if you fol- 


: Ambrof. de 
Offic. b. 2. c. 8. 


low, you muſt no longer adhere to theſe 
;: Bnfaithfull Leaders : Nor ought you to 

fear to forſake them, either becauſe your 
\» Forefathers relied on them, or becauſe the 

Docrines that they teach were once ſo 
i-generally receied here ; ſince your Fore- 
ba1o ant | fathers 
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fathers lived in an age wherein there 
was little means to deteCt theſe Forge- 
ries, whereas you are by Providence fal- 


len into thoſe times; wherein all the 


diſhoneſt Arts of that Church are dif- 
covered fo plainly, that it your Fore- 
fathers had ſeen as much as you may 
ſee, they would have forſaken Rome long 
ſince, and not have left you this Objecti- 
on to make : Nor are the Doctrines ever 
the better for being generally received, 
whenas they were impoſed on the worſd 


by ſuch evil means as Force and Fraud ,,/ 
which being thus made evident, you can | 
no longer wonder how theſe Innovations. 
came to be ſo generally believed, being, 
propagated by as wicked means as they - 
were invented for eyil ends : So that 
now what the Roman Church thovght-. 
would ſecure her Opinions (if it could: 
have been kept cloſe) muſt needs make 
them odlous (being once laid open) and :: 
the Impoſtures which they deſigned ſhould. 
tie men to their Church, will (as ſome of - 
their own Doctors have propheſied ) be / 
an occaſion to make all diſcerning Men : 
turn from it; for. Relzgion #s to be defen- 
ded (faith Lattantine) not with wickedneſs | 
| but - 
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bat fidelity, for if you attempt to defend 
Religion by Evil Arts, | 
you do not defend, but pol- p %g 4" Inſt. 
lute and violate it ®, ge 


2—— PIETY 


SECTION IV. 


Whetber the ſaid Opinions tend to ad- 
vance the Ends of true Religion ? 


N O W though it be altogether un-. 


likely thoſe Principles ſhould -be 
either true or good, which ſtand in need of 


|] ſucharts to propagate and defend them, 


jet becauſe you have been ſo long ac- 
cultomed to call theſe things Religion, 
and it is not eafie to lay afide our roored 


|] Prepoſſeſſions, we will paſs to the Third 
. } Enquiry,viz. Whether the things themſelves 


\Þ be good in their own nature, and Parts of 


True Religion? Now we may try this by 


| conſidering what are the ends of True 
i} Religion, and whether theſe Principles 
ſerve to advance thoſe ends ? True Reli- 
:| gion therefore hath three principal ends: 
1. To advance the honour of God, 2,To 


aſlilt 
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aſſiſt us in the Devout worſhipping of 
him. 3. To teach us to imitate him. by a 
holy life and conyerfation. Let us here 
therefore examine, whether the peculiar 
Articles of the Roman Church do not 
hinder rather than promote theſe Ends; 
For if it appear theſe Principles are dif- 
honourable to God, impediments to De- 
yotion, and hindrances to a holy life; 
then thoſe Doctrines are alſo Evil ia 
their own nature, and they can:;be no peal 
parts of a good or True Religion : Nor 
muſt you retain them: becauſe you have 
once judged them good, if upon Trial | | 
they prove to be otherwiſe. We muſt:be | + 
firm to our Principles ( ſaith Epictetus) { 
yet not to all of them, but onely to thiſth + 
which are right ; we muſt begin at the right + 
end, and firſt lay the foundation by conſuat-|| + 
ring whether our Principles be goed or 2vil Þ | 
| ; . and after build upon tha || +. 
Ihid. lib. 2. erg, OY conſtancy and firm i 
of Reſolution ®, Where- 
fore let me deſire you patiently and im-ſj- 
partially-to enquire | 
Firſt, If there be not ſome of you :. 
Principles.and Practices which. tend. to -- 


the diſhonour of God, If it be a diſhonoyſ}yg! 
(0807. 
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1 Secondly, Is it not a great A 
) (ib 0 
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'to the Divine Majeſty for a mortal man 

to contradict his Laws by contrary Con- 
\ titutions, I feat your Church will hardly 
be found innocent : For do they not com- 


| 74mand things which God hath forbidden 


' In as plain words as can be ſpoken, as in 
the caſe of Images, Exod. xx. 4? and 
__ in an unknown Tongue, 1 Cor. xiv. 
28 ? Do they not forbid things which 

. God hath allowed, as in the caſe of 
Prieſts Ffarriage, Heb. xiii. 4- 1 Cor. vii. 
2. Chap.ix. 5. 1 Tim. 1ii. 2.12? and ta- 
king the Cup from the People ? which 
+ they have decreed with a Non obſtante, 
that 1s, notwithſtanding our Lord Jeſus 
( appointed the contrary. Do they not 
: \prefume to diſpence with the very Laws 
of God, in many caſes of Matrimony and 
Divorce, of Vows, Oaths, Leagues and 
{Contracts ? So that laying aſide the Com- 
.9nandment of God, Ye hold the Traditions of 


ſi} 2e7, as our Saviour ſpeaks, Mark vii. 8. 


> Your Holy Father who doth all this may 
- think himſelf the greateſt vpon Earth, 
but if our Lord Jeſus tell us the truth, 


|. He ſhall be called the leaſt in the Kingdom 


e of Heaven, Mart. V, I9. 
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to an Infinite and Inviſible Being , to be 
repreſented by an Image,and worſhipped 
under ſuch Repreſentations ? agreeab'e 
to the worſhip which Heathens gave to 


o Lacant. Inſt. | 


lib. 2. cap. 2. 

P Trenzus adv. 
hereſ. L. 1. c. 24. 

94 Con.7l,Eliber. 
Can. 35. 

Origen. za Celſ, 
bb. 7. 

Tertull. Ap?l. 
Ce 30. 

r Cornel. Agrip. 
de Vanit. Scan. 
Co: 87% 

r Aug. de Verb. 
 Hþpof. Ser. 15. 

Bern, de Annun, 
Serm. I. þ. 123. 

Durand zn Sent, 


[tb. 2. diſt. 8. qu.I. 


Wald. de Sacr, 
Rit. Tom. 3. Tit. 1. 


Cap. 7. 


their falſe Gods », 'and 
ſome Hereticks to our 
Saviour P, but contrary 
to the Decrees and prac- 
tice of the Primitive 
Chriſtians 4, and to the 
great ſcandal of Modern 
Jews, who call your 
Churches Houſes of Idols, 
upon this account *, 
Thirdly, doth not the 
Dottrine of Merits caſt 
a palpable diſhonour 
upon the glorious Re- 
demption wrought by 
"Jeſus Chriſt ? Sure Iam, 
divers of the Ancients, 
as wcll as of your later 
Writers, think ſo f. Nor 


can we think it tobe leſs than Blaſphemy, 
which Bellarmine affirmeth, viz. That 4 
man may be ſaid to be his own Redeemer 


t- Bellarm. & 
Purgat, |. 1s C14 


without + ay 


injury to. 
Chriſf*, Doubtleſs thoſe $ 
who. 


wy 0 
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who fanſie they can redeem themſelves, 
and {atisfy for their own fins, cannot bur 
have a mean eſtcem of Chriſt's Merits 
and Satisfaction. Fourthly, Your praying 
to Angels and Saints, eſpecially the bleſ- 
ſed Virgin, making them your Mediators 
and Patrons, and asking the greateſt 
things of them, hath made Prayers to 
God by Jeſus Chriſt to be generally ne- 
glected by the vulgar People, who ſay 
ten times as many Ave Maries as Pater 
Noſters, and wickedly fanſie the Bleſſed 
Virgin and Holy Saints are more com- 


. p3ſſionate than -our Lord Jeſus. Th 


Defrine (ſaith a very wiſe man ) hath 
wrought that general effeft in all Countries 
ſubject to the Papacy ;, that men have more 
affiance, and aſſume to themſelves a greater 
conceit of comfort in the Patronage of the 
creatures and ſervants of God, than of God 


himſelf, the Prince and | 
_ the Creator ", A fault » Sand. Europe 


which St. Paul lays to Spec. Þ. 5,6, 7+ 
the Heathens charge , | 

Rom. i. 25, How diſhonourable muſt it 
needs be,to leave Feſws that one Mediator, 


| 1Tim. ii. 5. (who always doth certainly 
- hear vs, and is moſt apt to pity us, on 
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beſt able to help us) to pray to God by 
thoſe, concerning whom your own Docs . 
tors doubt whether they know-any thing.) 
*Graian.cg, Gone here *? and, he. 
12. qu. 2+ © 19, Scripture plainly ſaith 
2 Decrer. Glofſ. In- they do not *. Yea reafon\: 
rerlin. in Iſa. 63, ſhews it 1s impoſlible! 
* Job x1v-21,22- they ſhould hear many" 
__ - Prayers in divers places 
at once. To have the;: 
worſhip paid to the Maſter and the Ser-- 
vants,the ſame in all outward expreſſions, 
only differing in a nice School-diſtinc-: 
tion, muſt needs be an affront to the King:.: 
of Saints. If you have any tenderneſs or: 
zeal for the honour of Jeſus, it cannot but; 
be offenſive to you, to obſerve how your;; 
Legends tell of greater Miracles wrought. 
by ſome of the Fabulous Saints, than ever. 
Jeſus wrought. To hear one of your: 
Church ſay, That Chriſt did nothing which: 
S. Francis did not ao, yea, that he did more. 
than Chriſt himſelf »y.T 
What is more injurious 
to the honour of the: 


? Lib. Conform. 
fol. T1 49s 


Divine Majeſty,than your S.Bonaventare's:. 


putting in the name of the Virgin Mary; 
into Pavid*s Plalms inſtead of the name 
of 


ed Bohod . Redd bd «th. nk. M8 
Ss > A ” 
: -- _ 3 « 


Capable of ſuch plorifica- 
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of God? To have her adored by the 
Heatheniſh Title of the _, hw 
Queen of Heaven *, and * oy; rk. ſe 
Inyocated by the 1m- nomen Funont s Os 
pious name of Aforber hmpie. 

of the whole Trinity ® ! FT Miſjat. Poln, 
Theſe things are rather gp | 
Blaſphemy than Devotion, and as diſho- 
nourable to God as they are diſſonant 
from Antiquity. Let none (faith Epipha- 
mim) adore Mary ; but why do 1 mintion 
aWoman ? nay, not any Man : this Reve- 
rence #s due onely to God, nor are the Angels 


d 'Epiph. adv. 


tou, Fifthly, the ſup- Collyridianos Pas 


| poſing a neceſſity of ſu- ar; ber. 19. 


peradding the- Saints 

Merits and the daily Sacrifice of the 
Maſs,to the Merit of that one Offering for 
ſinwhich Feſus made on the Croſs, Heb. ix. 
28.: is an evident leſſening the value and 
ſufficiency of the Death of Chrilt. Sixthly, 
The calling of the Holy Scripture a Noſe 


nf of Wax, a Leaden Rule, and an Inky 


Goſpel £. The putting 


A 
| inthe —_— Books, - = Hes 


wherein are ſome things Catius, 12.2.c:2. 
Tur-tan. in Saeed , pag 99 ITY 
wicked 
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wicked 9,. and others notoriouſly falſe ©, 
|  intoan equal rank with 


«a > Macc, X1Vs the Word of God indited. 


G'S Rickel: alle by the Spirit ; And the 
_— making their own Tra 
2 Eſdrs v1.49 ditions to be equal in va- 
oncil. Tt- I Iv” alpdble 

dent. Seff. 4- ue to it *, are palpable 
adiſhonours to. God: who 

writ the Holy Scripture. Theſe things 
( my Friends ) can hardly be*r=ckoned 
* matters tending to the honour of God, 
unleſs you can ſuppoſe the cancelling his 
Laws, diſparaging his Nature, under- 
valuing the Merits, the Mercies and the 
Miracles of Feſus by cheap and odions 
Compariſons, the diminution of his Wor- 
ſvip, and making him ſharer with his Ser- 
wants therein, and the vilifying of his 
divine Word, be no diſhonour to him you 
pretend to ſerve. RES TH 
Secondly, Let us examine whether 
theſe Defrines do aflilt you in the De- 
yout worſhipping of God ? Ir is very ſuf: 
picious that that Church doth nat teach 
a right way of ſerving God, which de- 
ceives you In the firſt Principle of Reli- 
g10n, viz. That God alone i5 to be worſhip- 
ped : a Sentence {o odious to the Roman 
Dodtors, 


F . ' ” ; F 
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Doctors, that the Index Expurgatorius 
blots 1t out of the idices of S. Athanaſirs 
and S. - Auguſtines Works *, and if they 
could do 1t undiſcove«- , Sdirari felis 
red, they would blot it Det eſt : Dela 
out of the Bible alſo, «x 11d.operum A- 
Matth-1v. to. But there rhanafii Indice [:b. 
it ſhall ſtand for ever to probib.& Expurg. 
reprove thoſe, who di- PZ: 7 Madrit 
vide Religious worſhip id Or & a 
between God -and his ;þ;4 p. 56. 
Creatures, thereby dimi- | 

nſhing that Devotion which intirely ke- 
longs to the Divine Majeſty, fince at- 
fections are moſt vigorous when plated 
upon one Objed, and if they be diſperſed 
among many, grow weak and tr:jling ; 
whence we may conclude, the Proteſt anr 
who worſhips none but God, is the grea- 
ter lover of him, and worſhips with a 
more united and fervent Devotion: As 


for your Publick worſhip, it is attended 
With ſo many Ceremonies as muſt needs 
diſturb the Devotion as well of the Prieſts 


as the People; thereis ſuch frequent b:2v- 


ing, croſſing, proſtration, ſprinkling wich 
Holy water heating the breaſt, ſmocking with 
Tacenje, 6. that the mind is taken oit 


E, | from 


* 
een ra re i et "Ss 
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from a ſteady intention upon the in- 
ward and main part of the Duty, while 


It is entertained With ſuch variety of out: | 


ward Rites. For cur mind (ſaith Dnin- 
rilian) cannot ſincerely intend its whole ſelf 
upon many things at once, whatever new ob: 
Jett is looks uponyt gives over the thoughts of 
that which is firſt propuunded to it ſelf : And 
. this is moſt evident where the Ob- 
jects are fo different as ſenſible and in- 
relletual things are. For where the Senſes 
and their perceptions are vigorouſly employed, 


there the Intelleftual Powers ceaſe to att | 


pwr. 4 ( as a great Philoſopher 
Abſtin. lib.1.$.4x, obierves ) Sa that itis 
your Paſſions and your 

Fancies that are wrought upon by theſe 
outward Ceremcnies, not your Mind nor 
the higher facuities of your Souls ; and 
therefore that which you think Devo- 
tion, I doubt is but a fantaſtical and falſe 
fire, not kindled by the love of God,nor 


warming your nobler Powers at all, and | 
thoſe ſteady, rational and ſpiritual de- F 


ſires, which flow from an undiſturbed con- 


templation of the Divine Goodneſs and are | 
the very /ife of Prayer, I fear you are 


ſtrangers to, being ſo often taken off and 
diverted 


* nt, $0 Sig. op. Oo nts. tran ed 
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diverted by variety of /en/;ble Repreſenta- 
tions. Again, the making all your Pub. 
lick prayers in an Unknown Tongue, de- 
ſtroys all true Devotion in the People ; 
'S. Clemens of Alex. tells us of ſome Hea- 
thens ho thought thoſe Prayers moſt ef 
fectual which where uttered in a barbareus 
Language * But Chr an 
ſtians know, that Prayer g,,. ; " 


is the deſiring ſome- 


thing of Ged, and ifthe Mind benot ex- 


_ erciſed in this defire, it avails nothing ; 


but where the words are not underſtocd, 
the mind cannot deſire the things men- 
tioned, ſo thatnonecan properly pray in 
an Unknown Tongue, nor ſo much as ra- 
tionally fay Amen, I Cor. xiv. 16, By 


this abſurd PraCtice theretore you (who 


areunlearned) ſpend the time of the Pub- 
lick offices in admiring and gazing, not in 


joyning with the Prieſt or Prazing. And 


becauſe the people have no employment 
while the Maſs laſteth, they ſpend the 
whole time uſually in ta/2ing and laughing 
privately, asthoſe who I rave] in Catholick 
Countries do inform | 


; r Furop. .. 
us F And it may occa- f Europ. Spec 


fag 10, 
E 2 re 
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the Roman Church ſhou'd ſo obſtinately 
refuſe to reform ſo irrational a Cuſtom, 
which S. Pau/hath written a whole Chap- 
ter to condemn, I Cor. xiv. The force of 
whoſe Arguments and Authority, hath 
made your wiſeſt Doctors declare againſt 
it, By S. Paul's De&rine (ſaith Card, 
Cajetan) it is better for the edifying of the 
Church, that Publick prayers were made mn 
the Vulgar Tongue than 

: | Fre wrgony in Latin *, To the fame 
Garinb 14-17. purpoſe Zyra t; And 
your Remiſh Annota- 

tors ſay, When a man prayeth in a ſ{range 
Tongue which himſelf underſtandeth not, it 
#s not ſo fruitful for Inſtrutlion to him, as if 
{ Rbem.Teſt. An. he knew particularly hat 


0t, 0n 1 Cor, 14. he prayed]. Gabriel Biel al- 


ſo gives ſeveral Reaſons 

why Prayers ſhould bein a known Tongue, 
faying, Ir is better I. For ſtirring up De- 
votion, 2. for exlightening the Mind, 3. for 
retaining the — _— for keeping 
*Gub, Biel in 07,,0o® Yor your al 
Can.Msſ].Lect.62. ME as by g 
g mired Church will op- 

poſe Reaſen and Scripture, and deprive 
all the Common people that are of her 
Communion, 
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| Communion, of the exerciſe of their De- 


votion in her Offices, rather than ſo far 
ſeem to confeſs a fault, as toamend it ; 
chufing rather to let you loſe the benefic 
of worſhipping God, than toreform the 
moſt unjuſt C#u/Fo-2es which ſhe hath once 
eſpouſed ; but (if you be wiſe) if thar 
Church will nat pray in ſucha Language 
a%You can join in, you willgoover to the 
Church of E:2/anz, where you may Pray 


With the Spirit and with under ſtanding alſo, 


Inthe next place your Private Prayers are 
not ſo good a way of worſhippiftig God 
as other Chriſtians have ; The Mages.and 
Piffures, which the Heathens firſt taugac 
your Dottors to call, The books of the un- 
fearned *, and whichare 
placed before you in -. Porphyr. ap> 
. ES: uſed. Prepar. E- 
time of Prayer, are no ,z-.1b. 5. 


'* help, but an hindrance 


to all true Devotion; for while your 
lips are repeating your Orai/ons, your 
mind is taken up with the beauty, colour, 
lineamentsand workmanſhip of the Imaze: 
ſo that your own Conſcience will tell you 
by theſe diverſions you often draw near 


' to God with your lips, when your hearts are 


far from him, Which is a vein worſhip: 
E 3 AMatth. 
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Matth. xv. 8. And the Caſuifts of your 


Church, foreſeeing that Images would 
take off the attention, have determined 


moſt impiouſly, 7 hat it is net neceſſary no | 


Prayer that the per/on praying ſhould think of 

* Snarez. de O- avhat he [peaks of A Do- 
rat. lib. 3c.14 Qrine ſuitable Enough 
9a HTIEFON, tothat {{;zht and formal 


2vorfip which Your Church appoints : alld | 


the ordinary people among you think 
they have prayed ſufficiently, when they 
have patter'd over fo many little Oraiſcns 
as agreeto the number of thuir Beads; A 
#2 ſnvention, Waerein Pa pita and Turks 
1. 1:4 agree } which came not 

© raphy n into the Church til] all 
Il An.Dom 1099. ſerious Devotiin Was 

| ceaſed [| it being a ſign 
he minds his Prayers but little, that needs 


a ſtring of Bead to reckon them by ; yet 


theſe beads (faith one of vour own Au- 
thors) are ncw the chief Iaſi rum. nts of the 

* Polid. Virgil, hypocrites + pull gu De- 
bias. Ly. oo . I ſhall nor ravcl 
cap. 9. into the body of your 
| Prayers,fince the author 
of the Refleftions en the Romih Devetions 
hath ſuthciently donethis ; bur I cannor 
but 


go 


iis. 
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but remark, that the repeating Awe 
Maria, and the name of eſus ſo many 
times over, as in thoſe fifteen little Pray- 
ers inthe Plalter of Jeſus, where the name 
cf Feſus is thrice mentioned in eachPrayer, 


and each Prayer is ordered to be faid Ter 


times over; and thoſe numerousnames of 
Saints repeated i in your Cranes with no 


Petition annexed but Ora prone : This 


way of Praying is ſo far from agreeing 
with the Primitive worſhip of God a- 

10ng the Chri/#ians, that it is evidently 
derived from that Heatheniſh ſuperſti:ion 
of praying by repeating a bundred names of 
their Deities together, interpoſing nothing but 
O hear us * ; and in this 


manner Baals Prieſts .* S-1Hen de Dirs 
Syris, p a7. 52. Sale 


are ſuppoſed to pray, ym. 4 © Secret 
1 Kings XVI. 25. Bur cap. 13. pag. 296. 
Jeſus Gich to Cor: jul, ans, 

ti hen je pray, uſe ner vainrepetitions as the 
H: athe ens de, for they think that they ſhall 
be heard for their much ſpeaking : Matth. 
vi. 7. Wherefore though you have ad- 
mired this trifling way of worſhip, when 
You knew no Þetter, yet if you would 
acguaint your felves with the ſolid and 
rational way of praying preſcribed in the 


E 4 Church 
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Church of E-g1and (wherein great things, 
in an exatt method, in plain and proper 
phraſes, and in a known Language, are 
asked of God alone in\the name of Feſws 
C-riſ#) you would eaſily leave off thoſe 
formal uainand ſuperficial Devotions vhich 


can neither be acceptable ro God, nor 


profitable unto your ielves. - 

Thirdly, Ler us paſsto the laft of theſe 
particulars and enquire, If the Doctrines 
of. Rome, differing from thoſe of England, 
ao tend. ro promote our imitating God 
by a holy life and converſation; without 
waich all our worſhip is in vain 4. For 
is & ſoily and miſerable errour (ſaith S. 
Auriftime) to bumble your ſelf before himin 
aacration, to whom you chuſe to be unlike in 
converſation, and to give him religious wor- 
{hip,whoſe example you will not follow, ſince 
the ſum of all Religion is to imitate him you 

* Aug. de Civ. worſhip *. Now there 
D21, lib. 8.c. 17, Are ſeveral Principles 
of the Roman Church 


which ſeem to hinder an holy /ife,as firſt, 


The cuſtomeof Confeſſing to a Prieſt week- 
Iy or monthly, together with the 4b/6- 
[ation following of courſe upon this Con- 
feſron, this 1s (I fear) a great hindrance 

| to 


*. 
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to amendment of life, at which it pre- 
tends to aim, for while men relie on this 
remedy, they go on without fear in thoſe 


ſins for which they have ſo eaſie a care at 
hand, like thoſe who venture withour 


ſcruple on dangerous Meats, becauſe 


they have their Phyſicians beſide-them : 
'Tis true there is a Penance enjoined ſome- 
times, but itis ſuch a one as the r:cb may 
buy off and the por may undergo, and 


' yet both retain the fin, becauſe the pe- 
. nance is not its proper cure ;. thegoing in 


. 


Pilgrimages, giving mony, ſaying or rea- 
ding over fuch proportions of Legends or 
little chiming prayers, with others far more 
impertinent, tend not to rectifie a viczons 
habit, and a plaiſter on the 'Toe may as 
ſoon cure the Head-ach,as theſe Perances 
effeft a Reformation, or obtain a pardon 
ar Gods hands. And yet all men ſee, 
when the day of Confeſſion is: over, and 
the Penance paſt, that you are generally 
confident of a Parden, and fancy you be-: 
gin upon a new ſcore. It 1s not eahe to 
enumerate all the devices which your 
Church hath invented to convey. pardon 
of Sins, Holy water, Relicks of Saints, Vi- 
ſiting ſome. certain Churches, ſaying tome 

E 5. Certain. 
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certain Prayers, making Oblatioms of money 
to ſuch and ſuck uſes, Indu/gences, and 
other ſuch things, ſo that he | that hath 
799 need never want Pardcr trom Rome; 
but alas, theſe things can never really 
take away theguzlr of one ſin,and yet they 


embolden men to commit many ; For . 


the multitude of Sinners increaſeth, when 
hope is given that ſin may be bought off, and 
meneaſily fall into theſe ſins for which Mony 
will purchaſe their pardon : as Arnobius 
faid tothe Heathens, who relied on ſuch 
like fantaſtical means 
of Remiſſion *: and we 
may fay ofthe Guides of 
your Church, as Sereca 
m a like caſe, They ſin more mm ſuch ab- 
ſolations, than the Offender doth in the 
Crime f. For by per- 

| Senec. Ep.97. ſwading men they can 
have Remiſjicn on fo 

ealie Terms, they make them ſecure be- 
fore they are ſafe, becauſe Almighty 
God, who only finally can Remit, never 
promiſed Parder on theſe Terms, and 1t 
is only thoſe who fer/akeas well as confeſs 
their fins ro whom he will ſhew Mercy, 
Prov. xxviil.-13. And if cither the Pepe 
| 0h 


* Arnob. adv; 
Gentes, lib. 7.pag. 
216. 


a. © 
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or atiy of his Subſ?itutes, pretend to have 
power to forgive [ns on any other Terms, * 
they abuſe thoſe who are ſo weak to be- 
lieve them, and make them forfeit their 
Souls (1 doubt) for the fad price of this 
Credulity : S. Baſil faith truly, The power 
of Abſolving was. not abſolutely given, but 
upon condition of the Fenitent Reformati- 
on”, And we tellour ,, ; 
People more fincerel _—_ W— 

P & Y> qu.15, 

that if a Prieſt Abſolve 
them a thouſand times over, and if they 
give never ſo much moy, without amend- 
ment of life they can have no pardon, ac- 
cording as SCripture it 
ſelf teachesf, and the #Þ Mic. vi. 7. 
Holy Fathersalfo ; 1f | 
theu giveſt all that thou haſt, and doſt not 
for{ake thy ſins, thou art twice deceived,both 


nn loſmg thy Mony and thy || Auguſtin. ho 
2uſtin. ho. 


Pardon alſo. Again, gs if il2.ex 50. hom, 
theRomanChurch deſign- 
ed to make men think their own actual 
Holineſs were never necellary, they have 
other devices to perſwade you into a be- 
lief of coming off well at the end of your 
life, howſoever1ll you have ſpent it : The 
Hereticks 1n Tertnllians time ſaid, It was a 
meritcndoes 
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meritorious things to beof their Party". And 
- you are told it 1s area- 
Tertul. de Pre- dy way of Salvation to 
ſerip. adv. Heret. 7! . ; 
cap. 4l. die IN the CommBnicn of: 
| | the Roman Church,and 
if you can but receive the Sacraments of 


that Church, and be Abſolved by one of - 


their Prieſts,. you ſcarce doubt of obtai- 
ning Heaven at laſt; andif you have no 
good works of your own, they perſwade 
you the.Church can ſell you the Merrts of 
the Saints; or if you ſhould drop into 


| Purgatory by the way, the pains of that 


(they fay)are not endleſs, and if you give 
liberally on your Death beds, or if any o- 
thers afterwards give for you; to pur- 
chaſe ſo many Maſſes and other Prayers 
for your Soul, you will ere long be deli- 
vered from thence. All.which notorious 
deluſions do miſerably deceive poor men; 
and moſt nuſchievouſly encourage them: 
to pur off their Repemtance, and to reſolve 
Aot to be troubled with +olrmeſs in the 
way, fince they fancy they ſhall come off 
fo eaſily in the end. And alas they areas 
falſe as they are mi/chievous ! for the An- 

cient Fathers unanimouſly affirm no 

wans cfarecan be altered after this life, 
But 
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Bat as the laſt day of a mans life finds him, 
fo the Iaſt day of the World finds him *, Nox 
will any thing help thee 
(faith S. Auguſtin) but * Auguſtin, E. 
what is done while thou ® a de Verk 
art-bere Ff . Out of in- Apoſt, Ser. 21 CENY 
numerable ſuch Teſti- ; 
monies, that of S. Salvian may ſerve : 
Although a man [hould have ſo pious a Son 
who for alleviating his Fathers puniſhment, 
would deſire to gave all the goods he left be- 
hind him, it would do him no good,. for the 
Piety of the Son. can do nothing to procure 
that Reſtto a man after Death, which his: 
own Impiety and Infide- 1 Salvian ad Ec- 
lity hath denied him ll. clef. Cath. lib, 3. 
Finally, theſe and the 
like Principles make ſo many mfamous 
men and women, ſo many Thieves and 
Murtherers, d&gbauched and prophane 
perſons tn take S2nctuary in the Roman 
Church, becauſe the Texers thereof ſeem- 
not to oblige them to forſake their evil 
ways, but reconcile 4ickedneſs and Sal- 
vation together: ſo that this Religion 
tends aot to perſwade men to Helineſs of 
life, and therefore is no good Religion. F 
grant there. are ſome Perſons in_ that, 
- Church. 
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Church who live better than theſe Op: 
ions engage them to do,and do not draw 
thoſe Concluſions into their practice 
which naturally follow from theſe Prin 
ciples; but that is only an evidence of the 
excellent vertue of ſuch Perſons, but nq 


proof of the goodneſs of theſe Doctrines; 


and if theſe men be Holy . in a Religion 
which gives ſuch encouragement to evil, 
doubtleſs they would be more holy by far, 
if they were taught better things: I ſhall 
only add, that as the Roman Church is v0 
Looſe in matters pertaining to Gods Laws, 
ſo ſhe is too ſfrif# in matters pertaining 
to her own Conſtitutions like the Old Pha- 
riſees Who Tuhed Mint and Anniſe, and 


neglefted the weightier matters of the Law: | . 


Aatth. xxiii.-which is a great obſtrutti- 
on to.real Holineſs, when men place Re- 
ligion in Ceremones and flight things, for 
while they are curious in theſe matters, 
they neglect greater, and think by obſer- 
ving the Rules of the Church, they com- 
penſate for paſling by the Laws of God. 
Your own Ordinary Gloſs ſaith, That is 
Swperſe ition, when Religion is placed in ob- 
*Gloſſ. Ordin, [er ving the Ordinances of 
ad Colol.-2. mw*. And if fo, then 
Your 


fs. 5. 2 we 2 


bak SE. 
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your wonderful ſtrictneſs in Croſſing, Bow- 
ing, uſing Holy Water, Abſtinence on 
ccrtain days, wearing Croſſes, ec, in 
which you have placed ſo much Religion, 
are no better than Swuperſtiti2. It cannot 
be denied, that moſt Rowan Catholicksare 
more afraid to cat fleſh on a Faſting -day 
than to car/eor ſwear; they will be d#mnk 
ona Holy-day,which God forbids, but not 
ork on it becauſe the Church forbids it ; 
many of them dare fornicate and debauch, 
who dare not neglect Corfeſ/ton, nor read 
a book written by a ſuppoſed Hererick : 
And generally, they are punctual in cro/- 
ſing, (prinkling, bowing and obſerving all 
Orders ofthe Church, even ſuch as live 
in the open breach of Gods Command- 
ments, and yet fancy themſelves more 
ſure of Heaven than the moſt pious and 
holy Proteſtant : Thus this Religion is 
too ſtrict where God gives us more liber- 
ty,and 700 remiſs where his Holy Law hath 
bound us with Eternal and Indiſpenſable 
bonds ; and it is deſigned to promote Ove- 
dience to the Roman Church, rather than In- 
ward holin:(s towards Ged : The effect of 
all which Conſiderations is this, That 
whoſoever ſincerely Celires to you 

wa 
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God and worſhip him with a rational De- 
votion, and whoever would imitate him 
by a Holy Life, ought not tochuſe orre- 
tain ſuch a Religion whoſe Principles tend 
ſo evidently to the diſhonour of Gods 
Name, the hindrance of true Devotion; 
and to the rendring a Holy life unnecel- 
fary : And as it was proved before, that 
the appropriated Articles of the Romay 


Faith were not Ancient, nor induced for 


pious- ends, nor propagated by honeſt 
means :. ſo-now it is evidenced, the 4r:+- 
cles are not good in their ownnature,and 
therefore there is no reaſon why you 
ſhould not renounce them, unleſs youre- 
_ tain them in meer Reverence to the Au- 
thority of the Pope who doth impoſe 
them, which Matter isthe Subj-t of our: 
laſt Enquiries. | 
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SECTION V.- 


Whether the Roman Biſhop have ufo 
© ficient Authority to impoſe the ſaid 

Opinions upon all Chriſtian Church- 
E885 


THe Laſt, and almoſt the only ſhelter 

' that your Doctors flie toat this day 
ſor the defence of your Principles 1s, Thar 
the Biſhop of Rome is the ſole Vicar of Chriſt, 
theInfallible and only Fudge of Controverſies, 
and the Supream Head of the Univerſal 
Church; and hereby their Adherents are 
awed into the retaining all his Decrees of 
what nature ſoever they be. But let me 
beg leave to adviſe you not to lay fo much 


| ſtreſs upon theſe Titles and Authority, 
./ Jill you have ſeriouſly examined by what 
' ] Right the Pope lays claim to them ; for 
| his Power had need be very great and [is 


1 


Proofs very good.upen the Credit where- 
of you receive ſv many new and ſuſpict- 
ous Articles of R<ligion, ſome of which 
we. ought not to receive though preach- 
ed by an Angel: Gal. x. S, 9. And firſt, 

36 though 
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though we ſtand not much upon Titles, 
you may note that the name of Vicar of 
Chriſt is never given to the Pope in the 
firſt Ages, and when this Title came into 
uſe,it was not appropriated to the Biſhop 
of Rome, but other Biſhops- and Prieſts 
are ſtyled Vicars of Chriſt alfo even by 2 
+ Euſch. P{p. De- Pope of Rowe * ,.asalſo 
cret. Ep. 3, by an undoubted friend 
+ Epift. Wil Se- of the RomanChurcht: 
non. ap. Hoveden. and by our own Saxon 
An.I117I. n Law ||: So that thereis 
q [| Fn 8 "So A no reaſon for the Remay 
Tom. 1. pag. 440. Biſhop to challengeany 
©... propriety in this Tue, 

or any ſpecial Priviſedge by virtue there 
of. Secondly, As to his being an 7»fall/ivh 
Fudge and the Supream Head of the C4 
tholick Church throughout the Worid, you 
may remember we have proved, there 
are inore Chriſtians in the World whe 
deny this Supremamy of Ronre,than there 
are who do acknowledge it: And if the 


belief of rhis Infallible Headjnip be the} 


realon why you receive other Arrticies 


of Faith,then thisis the moſt fundamentalſ. 


Article of all others, and ought to be the 
beſt atteſted : And if our Lord Jeſus 
had 
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had deſigned to make S.- Perer and his 
Succeſlors at Rome (not at Antioch } ſuch 
Supreme Infallible Fudges, Wwe may ex- 
pet he would have ſet down this Article 
plainly in Hely Scripture, and not have 
left his ſole viſible Vice-gerent.to the ſul: 
-picion of bearing witneſs to himſelf. Ag 
for that place 34atth. xvi. Thou art Peter, 
and upon this Rock will I build my Church : 
tis indeed by the Popes in their Forged 
Decretals expounded as a confirmation 
of their pretences to Supremacy, but the 
Fathers take this Rock, not for S. Peter's 
Perſon, but for his Fairh which he con- 
feſſed, and for Chriſt himſelf the Object 
thereof : So S. Angu- 
fine ®, Nazianzen t, S. * Aug deverb. 
Cyril ||, S. Chry{oftome ®, Ce ad 
S. Ambroſe + and Hi- pe. Them... 
tary ll, expound the | Cyril. de Trin. 
place ; and if ſo, this. /:b. 4. 
belongs no more to $. * Chryſolt. hom. 
Peter, than to the reſt of 2377 MAteR. 
' + Ambrol. Cem. 
the Apoſties who Con- ;,, gyper. 2. 
felled che fanie Faith , || Hilar. de Trzn. 
and belongs no other- 1416.2. cap. 6. 
wiſe to the Pope, than 
as he varies not. from S. Peter's Faith, 
and 
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and ſo far it belongs to all Orthodox 
Biſhops with reſpe:t to their ſeveral 
Churches : and for the Keys of the King- 
dom of Heawen, ver. 19. they were given 
as much to the other Apoſtles as to S. 
Peter, Matth. xviil. 18. (as alſo the afore- 
ſaid Fathers do obſerve)being all equally 
ſharers in the Power of the Keys, and all 
403 8 Foundations as wellas S. 

CS "ſs: Peter ® , ſo that S. Cy- 

FACE. IIS. rian plainly tells us, The 
Gubrot cn FO, ar ofehe A 9ofles Were as 


8, 
FOE in Matt, great as S. Peter, endowed 


- 9% with an equal ſhare of 
Hilarius de Tri=- Honour and Power ft: 
nit.l. 6. Nor do we find that e- 


Hieron. in Jovin. Bip bt 
lik. 1 02 ver S. Perer pretended 


+ Cypr. de Unis. © any Power over the 
Ecclef. other Apoſtles. Peter, 
'Tames and fobn, though 

preferred by Chri} (faith Euſebius) before the 
reſt, challenged 191 ts them'elves the glory of 
Primacy, but choſe James the Juſt, Bijhi 
[ Euſeb. Ecclef 2} 192 ApojFtes I| ; And 
hiſt. 1, 2. c. x. it any were greateſt, it 
was S. fames, who was 

Preſident in that firſt Council at Fer 
ſalem, and did determine the Queſtion 


Bi 
and 
poſ 

d 


did 


the 


there: 
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_ 
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; | there, though S. Peter was preſent *. 
1 | Yea, Clemens Biſhop of 

- | Kome in the firſt Decre- *Ads. xv. 13. 
- | 7al Epiſtle (a good evi- 

| dence againſt the Inventors thereof) 
| | ſtyles this very S. 7ames, Biſhop of Biſhops, 
y governing the Holy Church of the Hebrews 
11 | 4 Jeruſalem, and alſo all the Churches, 
which 2ere every where founded by the Pro- 
vidence of God f, And 

an Ancient Council K. Deer +” Epiſt. 
x | calls Feruſalem the Mo- = Epiſt =— 
#4 | ther of all Churches ||; | = tf Con- 
of but as for the Primacy ſtant. LEp.adDam. 
I of Rome, there 1s no 

e-|2:nuine Author for the firſt Three Cen- 
Nl turies takes any notice of 1 It, and eEneas 
he Sylvins ® afterwards 

,- | Pope confelleth, T here * ne. Syly. 
m, (was little reſpect paid to Ep. 288. 
[Rome before the Nicene | 

of Council : If Polycrates and the Aſian 
yI8iſhops had known of this Ifallibility 
ad {and Supremacy, they would not have op- 
{poſed Pope Viftors Opinion, nor deſpi- 
ras {ed his Excommunication fo boldly as they 
(did; neicher would Trenaezs (who Calls 
on like Biſhops of Roe no more bur "resby- 


ereh: ters) 
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ters) have preſumed to reprove the fme 
Victor for his arrogance and indi{cretion, 

* Euſeb. Eccleſs 35 W® find he did * S. 
hiÞ.l. 5.c. 24 Cyprian ſurely never 
| | | heard of this Powerof 
the Roman Biſhop, who calls Cormelins 
Biſhop of that See, no more but Brother 
and Colleague, and gives to Pope Stephen 
his Succeſſor at Rome, the Tirles of Falſe 
Apoſtle, Schiſmatick,friend to Hereticks,and 
enemy to Chriſtians : utterly deſpiſing his 
Fudgment, and not regarding his Derer- 


+ Cyprian ad minations T. Belides, if 


Pompei. Ep. 74. | ; 
? believed in the firf 


Ages of the Church, the Rowan Biſhops 
ſenſe would have been enquired of cot 
cerning all controverted places of Scrip 
ture, his Decrees cited tofilence Hereticks, 
and all appeals muſt have been made 
finally to him : He alſo ſhould have cal 
led and preſided in all eminent Councils, 
whereas Cardinal Cuſanzs affirms, That 
the Emperours or their Deputies were Pre 

fidents in Eight General 
cor Conbo, .E%  Councils I}. Nor did the 


this Supremacy had been | 


Fourth General Coun 


Cil at Cyalcedon ſuppoſe that the Roman 
Biſhop 


wh 
as 
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Biſhop had any Szpremacygiven him from 
Chriſt, when that Council faich, Rowe 
bath juſtly had the Priviledges given unto 


the Empire; and for the ſame Reaſon they 
grant equal Priviledges to the Biſhop of Con. 
fantimople® , Yea, S. «© Concih &f 

. - Chal, 
Gregory Biſhop of Rome (4, 58. 41. 451. 
faith, The Fathers of the 
Council of Chalcedon were<xhey ho offered 
bis Predeceſſors the Title of Univerſal 
Biſhop, which yet they L | 
accepted not | : And to © neon is 
convince us that this 
Univerſal Supremacy is a late Device, it 
is evident, that it was not only unknown 
fo others inthe firſt Age, butto the very 
Popes themſe!ves, as theſe few Inſtances 
will ſhew : Liberizes Biſhop of Rome An. 
250. ſending the Confeſlion of his Faith 
to Athanz/izzs deſireth his Approbation 
thereof, That I may know (laith he) 2yhe- 
ther I 212 of the ſame Fudgment with you in 


'} matters of Faith, and that I may be more 


tertain, and readily obey | Athanaf. Ep. 
your commands ||. ANG ag pyicter. 


when the Biſhop of Cor- 
antinople began tocall himſelf Univer/al 


Biſhop, 


it by the Fathers, becauſe it was the Seat of 


- 
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Biſhop, Pope Gregory in his Epiſtle to 
Mauritius the Emperour faith, He admires 
at the Arrogance of aſſuming thisNew Title, 
which none of the Biſhops of Rome 5adever 
accepted of, a Title blaſphemous to Chriſtian 
Ears; and with many other words he 
inveighs againſt this Title, as unfit for 
any Chriſtian Biſhop, as may be ſeen at 
_ large in his Epiſtles ®. 
4; ooegor. Epiſi. And in his Epiſtle to 
:b.2, ad Maurit, Suloins Parriarch of 2. 
Epiſt. 32, 36, 33. HIOTUS atriarec 1 © 
lexandria he 1s diſpleq- 
ſed that Emulogius writes to him by the 
proud Title of Univerſal Biſhop, deſiring 
him wholly to forbear that language, for 


(faith he) That is a diminution to you, which 


is afforded to another beyond hat reaſon 


doth require: And he there teils Eulogius, 


That the Council of Chalcedon had cffered 
this Title to the Old Biſhops of Rome, but 


+ Gregor. Epiſt. they would nit accept wt: 


lib. 7. Ep.3o, Of which he gives this 

Reaſon in another F- 
piſtle, —-becauſe if ene Patrierch becalled 
Univerſal, zhe name of Patriarch 7s taken 
y nem bib. 9. from the reſt |. And 6 


Epiſt. 36. 


little did Pope Boniface 
think of deriving this 


SUPremacry 
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Supremacy from Chrift, that with intreaty. 
he obtained of the intruding Emperour 
, Phecas todecree, That the Roman Church 
. ſhould be Head of all | 
» | Churches*, as the An- Beda des, arar. 
p cient Hiſtorians wit- Memai. 
+ | ne6 |. Bur this Im- SS De 
- SY - r. Rom. 1b. 18. 
: perial Conſtitution will x7;407.Longob./b. 
» | ſcarce luſtifie the Supre- 4: cap. rr. 
{. macy and Furildittion Anaftaſ, B:bl.Vit, 
\. | Which the Pope now m— 0m 
0 etat. Sext. 
, | claimeth over all the Reg. Chron. 1. x. 
? World, and it utterly” 'Aimon. de geſt: 
” | deſtroys the pretences Franc. /. 4. c. 4.. 
; ofa Divine Right co it. 
» | It wouldbe too tedions to relate at large 


all the ſteps by which the Biſhops ob Rowe 
] attained to their preſent Grandeur ; I 
+ | ſhall therefore only note, that the firit 
-. | Ages began early to complain of bis En- 
is | croachments and Ambi» , 
; | tion*, andall ſucceeding a G—_— _ 

i Times frequently op- ENS 

n | poſed the Pope's Pretences herein; The | 
{> | Sixth Council of Carthage allowed not his ; 
« | claim of Appeals*. The 
is # Biſhops of France com- 
plain of his ſendigg a 


F 2 al Legate 


* Concrl. 6. Cate 
thag. An. 419. 


undue Act, contrary to the Ancient Ca- 


#5 not lawful for him in any thing to tranſ- 


Rant. Ep. Encycl: 


of thoſe Ages, Wherein this bold Juriſ: 


- 
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Legate to Dedicate a Church there, as an 


nons, and all Primitive Conſtitutions, Fr 
though ( faith the Hiſtorian ) the Biſhop of 
Rome, for the dignity of his Apoſtolical Seat, 
be more venerable than other Biſhops, yet it 


greſs the Tenor of Canonical rules; and as | 
every Biſhop of the Orthodox Church is the 
Spouſe of his own See, and repreſents the per- 
ſon of our Saviour, ſo it cannot agree to any 
Biſhop, boldly to att any thing in the Dioceſs 
mw f _ - F the - 

.r © CNRECKS Une Popes ITC- 

dalph. bf. 59. 2. quently oe far 


3 ita Ludoy. Mmedling in France, from 


"Pjs & P. Pithzxo the Princes of that Na- 


=_ = _ _ tionf, About that time 
anal. FIanc. 4 Ti 

, alſo the Bithops of 1:ah 
PPh es. plained of the Ro- 
man Uſurpation to the Patriarch of Con- 


ſtantinople, as appears by Photins's Letcer, 


in anſwer to that com- þ 
Plaint, extant in Car- 
ap. Baron. 41.863. inal Baronins * . And 
. 42. there are many like Ex- 
amples in the Hiſtorians 


* Photius Con- 


diction 


King of France Was a- 
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diction began firit to be exerciſed in this 
Weſtern part of Ex- 

rope *. And to this very «# conſir Tmper.3 
day the Churches of gogalito Tom. x: 
France do little value pag. 24,25. 


' the Pope's Supremacy , , LuitprandTicin. 


though in other Opini- <p 0 6, Cap. 9, 


ons they agree with ©. + poche!!ns 1.5. 


" the Roman Cburch, as de Decree: Kecleſ. 


may be ſeen in the Gallic. eze. 20. 


French Writers +. And Pithzus_ de {tb- 


Ecclef. Gailican. c. 


it is not long ſince the | 
S 3. $3.2. t 


bout to take away his 


Nations dependence from Rome,by erecting 
"the Archbiſhoprick of Burges into a Pa- 


t1iarchate. And now, why ithould you be 
awed into the belief of eviland inconvent- 
ent Doctrines by a pretended Supremacy, 
not given by Chriſt, not chailenged by 
the beſt Popes, not acknowledged by the 


- firſt Chriſtians, not much regarded by 


ſome Catholick Countries? Why ſhould 
you be enſlav'd by an Authority gaiw'd by 
fraud and policy, contirmed by force and 
cruelty, enlarged by dividing Chrittian 
Princes, by the undermining the Empire, 


and opprefling many - Eccleſiaſtical and 


Fa © 


a a? 


> Ar 46th. rar eny 
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Temporal perfons in their juſt Rights ? 
Why ſhould you fear to renounce an 
Uſurped Juriſdiction, fince what 7s unjuſtly 
ſeized on at firji,can never be legally enjoyed, 
: nor is-it confirmed by ihe 
 ®* LL. Bafllic. . longef® preſcription of 
To. tit. 1. © Balla- T © 4 FT as 
mon »0e. an Concil, £79996 398 the Civil Law 
Ancyran. p. 378. ſpeaks? I muſt confeſs 
I cannot ſee that any 
Chriſtians without the Pale of his own 
Dioceſs, are cÞliged to own him fer 
tban by the reſpect due to a Biſhop of an 
ancient Patriarchal See, nor fo fur neither 
if he be not content With his own, and 


*.keep not cloſe to the Primitive Faith, 


rr - ww. ——— -—— 


to —__——— - 


SECIION VI. 
Whether the Pope hath any Right 70 
exerciſe a Juriſdiftion over Eng- 
land ? 


UT fince my Diſcourſe is direted 
particvlarly to the Cath: licks of Eng- 
land, it will be moſt conſiderable to-en- 
quire, }hether the Roman Biſhep can juſtly 
claim 


Y 
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da'm my Authority over them? and ( if 
Prejudices were laid afide) I doubt not 
but to make 1t evident, that the Pope net- 
ther hath nr ought to have any Authorit; 
over this Naticn. For firit, let it be con- 
ſidered that Britain was the firſ# of the 
Provinces which did publickly profeſs the 
Faith of Chrift, faith $&- |, 
bellicus *, which is alſo A Ent. 
atteſted by other more hy + DR yer 1, 
Ancieat Writers f. So Jud.c. 7. 

that it is agreed on a!l Theodoret., de 
hands, here Was a true © Grac. aff. Ser. 
and perfe&t Church of 

Chriſt near five hundred years before 
they had any Communication with the 
Biſhop of Roxze, or knew one ſyllable - of 
this fonndation-Article of the Modern 


-Fajta of that Church, viz. of the Pope's 


Univr;al Surremacy : It 1s alſo certain 
the Church of Brjtain was not ſubject to 
R-me at the time of the Firſt General 
Council at Nice; And nthe Sixth Ca- 
non of that Council it is decreed concern-' 
ing the three Patriarchs Juriſdictions , 
That the Ancient cultom ſhould be efta- 
bliſhed, that X.gy pt, Libya azd Pentapolis - 
ſheuid be ſubjet} to the Biſhep of Alexandria, 

F 3 becauſe 
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becauſe tbe Biſhop of Rome had the like 
Cultem, and likewiſe ſo it was at Antioch, 
md in othcr Prot inces the Priviledpes ſliould 
- be preſerved to their 
Ruben Churches, &c. * Now 
aa a mi . the Ancient Cuitom 
; and Priyiledge of this: 
Cinvrch of Britain then was to govern It 
{xe wWREOnt fubjection to any Foreign 
Piriarcy, and the Pope could notuſurp 
any Dominion here afterwards, without 
rranſgreiltng this. Canon of the moſt fa- 
ous General Council; eſpecially if we 
conſider how this Canon was expounded 
in Ruffinus's days, viz. That Rome ſhould 
nave the Government of the Suburbicarian 
Charches *. And the 
* Hiſtor, Ecc/eſs Ancient Survey of-the 
lib. 1. C. 6, Imperial Provinces Will 
| tell you what the Subur- 
bicarian Region was, viz. Three Iſlands, 
Sicily, Sardinia, ard Corſica, and part of 
7aly, from the Eait-end to the border of 
Tulcany Weſtward : And this was all the 
ancient extent of the Rowan Biſhops Ju- 
riſgiction, the reſt of 7;aly being under the 
Metropolis of Mi//ain, which Church of 
old paid no Subjection to Rowe ; _ 
eſs: 
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teſs could any be due to him from Br;- 


tain, Again, 1n the Third General Coun- 


cil of \Epheſus An. 431. it was decreed, 


| That in all Dioceſes and Provinces it ſhould. 


bereafter be obſerved, That no Biſhop ſhonld 
hencefcrward lay hold of another Province, 
which had net formerly and from the begin- 
ning been under the power of their prede- 
ceſjers *, which Canon «» (1 Epheſ : 
the Pope muſt break al- cay,g. © 
{o;before he can aſſume 

a power over the Church of Britain, ' 
which; with. the Ifland of Cyprusand ſome 
other places, 'was its own head (as thoſe 
Times phraſed it) and ſubject to no fo- 
reign Patriarch : So that when Auguſtine - 
the Monk (coming. over to convert the 
Pagan Saxons ) - required- the Britiſh 
Biſhops to profeſs SubjeFiou" to the See of. 
Rome ; they +did by virtue of theſe Ca- 


|  nonsrefuſe-it; telling him, They had aPa- 


triarch of their own, to whom alone they were 


 ſubje&-in' Spiritual things under God : And 


Dinothas ' Abbot of Banchor by divers 
Arguments ſhewed, they owed no SubjefFion 
zo the Roman Biſhop : as | __ | 
an : Old Hiſtorian in- | , © Gcofr. Mom 
forms us *. And ac- © 5%: very. fr. 

F. 4, cordingly 
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cordingly the Britiſh Biſhops retained 
their Old Rites different from Rome, wind 
kept their Old Priviledges,. being conle- 
crared by the Archbiſhop of St. 'Dawids, 
21d he by his own Snftragans, making no 
Froſeſſion of Subje&ion'to any other Church, 
AE RD ( faith their Hiſtorian®) 
FP PL = Which continued rill the 
rr daysof King Hezry the 
Firſt. The Saxons indced ſhewed more 
reſpet to Rome, becaufe it had aſliſted 
in their Converſion; hence they ſometimes 
asked Advice of the Pope, as of an Emi- 
nent neighbour Patriarch, but their Bi- 
fhops never prefeſſed Subjeion to Rome, 
nor did they own his Supremacy, or look 
on him as an I»fallible Fudge, as appears 
by their not obeying the Pope's Decree 
made in a Roman Council, about reſtoring 
Wilfrid to his Archbiſhoprick of York, 1. 
680. And though the Pope. had con- 
firmed and recommended the Canons of - 
the ſecond Nicene Council about Images, 
the Engliſh Church rejected and deſpiſed 
them, writing a Book to condemn Image- 
worſhip, inthe name of all the Princes and 
Biſhops of England, and ſending it to 
\ Charles the Great of France, by the lear- 
| ned 
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ned Alcainus, as our Hiitories do atteſt *. 
And moreover it is evi- : 
dent thatallEccleſiaftics) —*Aoved: Annal. 
Laws were then mad2 * we v.40 
= atth, Weſtm. 

by the Saxon Kings and 4, 595. 
Pifho's, in their Pro- 
'wincial Councils, by their own Authority, 
and often without ſo much as acquain- 
ting the Pope therewith, or defiring his 
conſent thereto, Or CONfirtmatien there. 
of : Ihe Popes indeed about the latter 
end of the Saxcn fUmes began to degeng- 
rate 11 manners, and aim at high things 
in all the Weſtern world : bur this Pride 
was caecked here, even as (as we ſhewed 
before) it was in other places: for when 
that infoient Pope Hildebrand (who firſt 
preſumed to depoſe an 
Emperour * ) took the * Onuphrins 32 
boldnefs to require Feal- Fit. Greg. 7. 
;y of King William the | 
Conqueror, he anſwered him in this man- 
ner, Fealty I neither have acknowledged, 
nor will T do it, becauſe neither did I promiſe 
it, nor do T find that my Predeceſſors ever did 
it to your Predeceſſcrs, as appears by the 
Congquercr's Letter fill #pacon. Anat 
extant*, And wien by Ar. 1076.0 25. 

| F .$ Filiey 
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Policy-2nd evil Arts he had made fome 
encroachments: here, yet ſtil] his Power. 
was eſteemed no other than a Temporal 
Power, permitted by the favour of our 
Kings, not due by any Original Right : 
Hence the Hiſtortan faith, 7hat King 
Henry the Firſt baving [ubdued all his E- 
2emies, feared none but the Pope, and that 
'_ mot fir his Spiritual, but 
* Matth. Parif. Temporal Power *. 
Mt. C807. And an old Record af- 
firms that Ring Henry the Second ſmart- 
iy asked the Biihop of Chichefter, How he 
durſt argue for the Fope's Authority which 
was granted by Men, againſ; bis Royal Power 
+ Record. Anter- acived from God | ? The 
© A>+.=_y turbulent anc ſeditious 
Attempts of T. Becket 
and his fattion abourtiiar time, to ſubject 
the Engljh Clergy to the Pepe, are ſuf- 
nctently known ; but if our anceitors 
(whom you Call Roxaan Catholicks ) had 
been” of your Opinion 1n. this great Ar- 
ticle of Faith, they would not have made 
!0 ſtout an Oppotlition againſt the Pope's 
Szpremacyasthey did: It being apparent 
that the Whole body of the Nation then - 
!ooked 01 It. as an. Excreachment and an 
U/urpation-, - 
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Lſurpaiion : for in the famous Statutes 
of Clarendon they, condemn it, Decreeing 
among other things, That all the Clergy 
ſoould bona. fide, ſwear to the King ; and © 
none(hould Appeal, but unto the Archbiſhop, 


or from. him finally to the King, without parti- 
ſy * : * , 


to reſtrain his medling © ,,, 1164. 
here, the Kings of Eng- 
land declared, they had a Right to forbid: 
the Pope's Legates from entring into this 
Land,and often did-prohibite them (even ' 
Qu. Mary her felf exerciſing this Power) 
yea, it was adjudged in a Parliament 25 
Ed. 3, To be Treaſcn to bring in the Pope's 
Bulls here without the Kings content, Stat. 
de proviſcr. Yhough the ſending theſe be. 
an, act of Spiritual Juriſdiction ; but it 
iS plain they would.not allow the Pope in” 
thoſe days to exerciſe Spiritual Furiſdition 
here withqut the i&ing's leave, for his 
very Excommunicating certain Erpliſh - 
Biſhops in a Parliament 16 of Rzch. 2. 1s 
declared to tznd To rhe open diſheriſon of 
the Crown, and the deſtruction of the King, 
his Law, and all his Realms, and a little 
aſter it is affirmed there, that the Popes 
attempts be clearly againſt the Kings _ 
ant - 
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and Regality, uſed and approved in the 
"dba 7 time of all his Pro- 
tat, 1 IC, p X* geo IN 
| genttors *, finally there- 
2di, Statute Bank Sat" 
pag. 238. fore they all promiſe to 


gainſt all ſuch Encroachments with their 


very lives : And if you be well verſed - 


(as becometh Emgliſh-men ) in the. Hiſtories 
and Statutes of your own Country ; you 
muſt needs know that the Authority 
which the Pope once exercifed here, was 
gotten by taking advantages of the ne- 
ciſ/ities of our Kings, and the diviſicns a- 
morng the people. And in thoſe Times 
which are accounted molt ' Pepiſh, it was 
checked by Laws, complained of in Pat- 
hHament, and thought an Opprejſion by the 
w:tecſt and greateſt Subjects, ſo that the 
moſt Noble : de Lacy Earl of 7 incoln, 
Mn his dying Speech ( ro his Son in Law 
Thomas Earl cf Lancaſter ) ſaid among 


other tings, That the Charch of England 


beretofcre Henoarable and Free, was now 
exnſiaved by Romiſh Oppreſſiens : Chearging 
nm, to fand up like a man fur the Honour 
* Tho, of Wal- of Gcd and the Church, 
E:*;. fing. An. 1212, fp. and the Redemption of 
ro PHI; 29 bis Ceamry *, And the 
| fame 


ſtand with the King a- 
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ſame Author tells us, that it was debated 


| in a Council at Lendow 4. 1408. hether 


all Payments and Obedience to the Pope ſhould 
not be taken away * ? 

Which ſhews , they , 0 Wal =_ 
thought it inthe power —_— 

of rhis Nation to take away his Authority 
here when they pleated : And they re- 
tainedit, not as being neceilarily or ort- 
ginally due to lim, but only in reſpect of 
his being a Eiſhop of an Ancient Apoſto- 
lical Sear, as 15 evident from thoſe In- 
ſtructions whic!, King te TY the Fifth 


gave to his Embaſladors, ſent to Pope 


Martin the Fiſth, bidding them ( if they 
perceived any delay in tbeir aifairs)to tell 
the Pope, That their Maſter the Ki ng, if 
be yetlded not 70 his Demands, would uſe his 
nw power in theſe Particulars, for be did 16t 
apply him/elf to Rome cut of neceſſi ſity , but 
for reſpect ſake *®. Ard | 
therefore when this Ky Vick Hen. 
permiſſive Authority <cbely, pag. $6, 
grew. nneaſie to thoſe : 
who had endured it for ſome time, it was 
rejected; much more Legally than ever tt: 
was introduced, wiz. by the Regal Power 
with the advice and conſent of the Lords 
and 
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and Commons in Parliament *. Ard 
this is to be noted, the 
* 49.26 Hen. 8 Clergy and Laity of this 
Parliament ' did  hoid 
moſt of the Opinions of the Roman 
Church in other things, and yet confen- 
ted to the aboliſhing the Pope's Ujurped 
Power over Exgland, as believing it to be 
an unjuſt Encroachment : And Sephen 
Gardiner Biſhop of iFincheſter ( a great 
Perſecutor of the Proteſtants ) did then 
make a learned Oration De were obedien- 
tia, ſhewing that the King was by Right 
and by Gos Law the Supream Head of 
this Church of England. 
And now, that | may not only contute 
a falſe Opinion, but eſtabliſh the true, let 
me intreat you impartially to conl: der, 
that as 1t appears the Pope 1s not De jure 
ſupream Head of this Caurch of England, 
ſo 1t 18 as evident, that the Ring of Eng- 
land is the Supream Head of the Churches 
in his own , Dominiens : For indeed all 
Chriſtian Princes are, ot ought to be ſo inf 
their own Dominions ; whence it Wash: 
that I: the Great did retain the 


Little -of Pontife OX Maximus without ar, 
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1n all controverſies Ec- * Annal. Tom.3. 
-cleliaſtical, even in mat- 4. 312: 

'ters of Faith were made 

"to him, though he uſed the aſliftance and 


Imperial Ceds ſuihciently witn2lles, that * 


" nian's Baſilicks bcing noting elſe but Im- | 
'perial Conſtitutions, de Epifcopis, Clericis 


cal Furiſdiftim over ſuch Provinces as 
© they pleaſed, asat Fuſti- 


it ſelf F, whica had-no *+ Reſeript. Va- 
dependence 011 Roe till lenr.31. An. 452. 
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blot to his Chriſtianity, \aith Baronins *. 
And the higheſt Appeals 


Counſel of his Biſhops for-determining 
them. And it 1s evident that he and his - 
Succetiors (as Cn{anus before confelleth) 
did call and Pretide inall General Coun- 
cils, and ratined their [3ecrces, which 
were no Laws ri{l they were ſtamped 
with the Imperial . Authority : yea, the 


the Emperours made Laws concerning. 
Religion, the whole Third book of Tufts 


& Sacris : They alſo erefted Parriar- © 
chates, and gave them ſupream Eccleſiaſt;- 


manopolis in Dacia *, —_— © New 


and at Ravenna in Italy | 21.C.2 
.C. 3 


the time of Conſt antinus : 
Popenatus : And aff Eclefiaftical ' affairs 
depended- 
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depended on the Emperours, faith Scerates ®, 
< __ fo that Fope Anaſtaſius 
Socrat: Fiſt. calls the Emperor 4- 
Pram. ad lib. 5. | . 
+ Analtaſ. Pap. naſtalius , The Vicar of 
Epiſt. ad Anaſtal. God by the Divine com- 
np. ap. Binium T. mand preſiding cver 1ht 


2. par” 1.507. Earth F. An Authority: 


like this alſo was ey. 

erciſeg by the Weſtern Emperors of tie 
French Line, being ſtyled, The Rulers of 
the True Religien, a itle given to Charles 
the Great and to Ludwwicus by two ſeve. 
| ral Councils which they 

* Concil. FT. Mo- had called * ;. and the 
gun, 12. preſent French Kings do 
an. 847. ap.Bin.T, Cm tue Supremacy 0+ 
3..1. Sea, 2. ver the French Church- 
es, as may be feen in. 

Bechells and P. Pirhens cited before, Se. 
5. One of the French Writers telling us 
it is the Opinion of this Nation, trat Le Rop 
aſſiſts de fon Conſeil d cftate eff apres Dieu 
Chief Terrien de PEgliſe de ſon Royaume & 
| ne pas le Pape *. Andit 


* Claud. Fauchet may be proved COAn= 


en les Libertes de : Req 
FEzlif. Galtican, p. CEmINg other Chriſtian 


234 


Princes, that they allow 


not the Pope to impofe 
bis 
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his Decrees on their Kingdoms, nor to 
exerciſe any TFuri/diftion among them but 
by their ſpecial Licenſe-and conſent, and 
prohibit his exerciling any power over 
their Subjects when they pleaſe: And 


Why may not the King of England, being 


a free and abſolute Monarch, be allowed 
as great a Priviledge in his own Domt- 
nions ? Do you not tell- us, that Pope 
Elenutherins called King Lucius by the title 
of Viear of _—_ oy Toon 

doth not King Edgar =» 42 Fleuth, 
call himſelf Chrifts Vis ad & on A 
cr |, and none taxed Spelm. 

this Title .chen? Did = Lee. ydens: 
not the Saxon Kings yy - "_— ; 
preſide in all National cat 
Councils, and make Laws for Religion 
by the advice of their 'own Biſhops, by 
their own Authority? Did they not erect 
new Sees for Biſhops,and change them as 
they ſaw fit 2 Did they not inveit all 


| Wy by delivering the Ring and Paſtoral 


Sraff ®? And the fame 


power was ſtill exerci- * Inguiph. hiſt. 
ſed by K. Wiliam the p. $902. 
Conqueror,for ail things 

both Divine and Humane depended on his 
Tit | Order, 


| 
1 
| 
11:1 
| 
1 
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Order , faith an Old Hiſtorian *. And 
when the Pope began 

* Fadmer. hiſt. to encroach upon the 
?- 6. King's Supremacy here; 
in England , he was: 


generally oppoſed as we notted before.” 


And in the aforeſaid Parliament of R:z- 
chard the Second, the Nation declared, 
That they would not endure that the Crown: 
of England ſhould be ſubmitted to the Pope, 
and the Laws and Statutes of this Realm by 


him defeated andavoided. 
* Stat; 16-Ric, at his pleaſure * : for: 
Te Ge 3 Brattos our maſt far, 


mous Lawyer. .affirms;: 


that The Rings of England: have *no- Sus" 


pream on earth but God: :: And accordingly; 


the Kings and Parliaments of this Na-" 
tion made Laws in reference to. Religion? 
as they ſaw expedient, and among the! 


reſt they enacted many Laws in a direct; 
oppolition to the Pope's Spiritual as well: 


as Temporal Turi/diftion, declaring there- 


by, that they eſteemed him no Head of this 
Church, but an ambitious and dargerous 
Encroacher upon the Rights of the Crown,, 


as you will tind by peruſal of thoſe ſe-b 
| veral, 


_— 
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veral Starates Cited in the Margin *. By 


which Laws long ſince * 
S * Stat. 25 Ed. 3: 


enacted, it is declared de Proviſor. 


to be Treaſon to Tecelve gap. u7, 28 Ed. 
or harbour any Agents 2.c. 1,2. 

or Emillaries from Rowe Seat. 28 Ed. Z« 
againſt the King's Pro. ©&3 > _ 
clamations, and with- _ , We C— 
out his ſpecial Licenſe ay OY 6. Hen, 4. | 
Upon all which Con- «. 1. 
—_ the Judges ; : 7 Hent, 4. 
ave declared, that the 

Act of Parliament for : ma 
Reſtoring the Supremacy | 
over the Church unto the Crown, was cl 
introducing a New Law, but a declaration 
f the Old*: For it was , a. _— 
many hundred years Cavidry's Caſe, Wt 
before, that King Henry g. 

the Second did declare, | 
That he weuld account it High- .Treaſon i in 
any man that ſhould affirm the Pope's Au- 
Mthcrity was above his *. 

And before that, 4y- * Spelm. Concil, 
ſelms was told, That is T-2-p- 55. 

was impoſſible for him to 

keep the Faith which be owed to the King, 


and to pay Obedience-to the Pope comtrary t0 
bis 
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his Royal Pleaſure *. Which ({ methinks ) 
may fitly admoniſh you 
* Rex ad An- who do own the Pope's 
ſelm. ap Eagmee Supremacyover England, 
rum pag. 62. and yet ! h | . 
yet glory much in 
your Loyalty to the King ; to enquire' 
bow theſe two can ſtand together ? Our 
Saviour faith, No man can ſerve two 
Maſters, Matth. vi. 24. however not two 
SUuPream Lords, neither can there be:wop 
ligheſt Powers in one Kingdom, not can 
any Subjects obey both, ſince they will 
ſometimes command contrary things : 
'Tis true, if the Rowan Biſhop -would. 
profeſs to our King, as his Predeceſlor” 
Leo the Fourth did to Lotharins of France, © 
Concerning your Capitulars or Imperial” 
Precepts, we threuzh the aſſiſtance of Chriſt 
promiſe @s much as = are able, to beep and . 
| = conſerve the ſame for 6 
Remy 9e* ver *. If he would AC-. 
: ' knowiedge Eimfcif fub- 


Aug. 4p. Grat.diſt. . 3p gg Fi #78 
ne 4 fe ject to our King in kis 


Dominions, as his Pre-"'Þ 


1 


deceſſors were to the Emperors of O!d ; 
if he behaved him{elf toward his Majeſty,” 
as St. Gregory did to Marritius, who | 


calls that Emperour, hz Lord, and him- * 


Af, 


_ 
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ſelf, his Servant, declaring, that Ze as 
JubjeF to the Empercurs commands, and ac- 
coraingly had done his duty in publiſhing a 
Law (which the Emperour erdered him to 
promulge ) theugh fer his own part keth:ught 
it,.zet agreeable to the | 
Laws of Gud *. If the , * Gregor. Epiſt: 
lib. 2. ad Maurit. 
preſent Popes claimed 7. 7. 
no more than a Primacy m_— 
of Order and Precedency among other 
Biſhops, then the caſe might eaſily be 
determined : Eut you know of Jater times 
the pretences of Rome are much hgher, 
far ſhe challenges a Supremacy over all 
Chriſtian Princes, a power to depoſe them, 
an Authority to abrogate or diſpence 
with their Laws, and abfolve their Sob- 
jects from their Allegiance, a Priviledge 


to be appealed unto as to the laſt and ' 


higheſt Tribunal on Earth; So that Cle- 
ment the Fifth ts recorded in the Atts of 


the Council of Vi-una to have ſaid, That 


all the Right of Kings depended on tim a- 


\Llcne *: and Boniface 
I 


the Eeighth owned him- _ * Corcil. Vienn: 


| by: - ab Clem. 5- 

3 ſeif not only Lord of hf # Papyr.Maſſon: 
France , but of all the p;4, Bunit, 8. 
1} World t, for ſo great was 


the 
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the Impudence of this Boniface ( faith the 
French Chronologer) that he preſumed to 
affirm the Kingdom of France was a Fee 
| of the Papal Majeſty *. 

* Tilius Epiſe.e And as to this King- 
Meld. Chronic. de dom, Pope Innocent the 
Reg.t ran. An.1302 Fourth ſaith, That the 
King of England vas his 


Vaſſal and bis Slave |, and they eſteem| 


 _Enmnglandallo a Feeof the 

+ Matth. Pariſ, Papacy, and fois Ireland 
ad An.1253s too It ſeems. Where 
upon the Pope hath da. 


red to nominate a King of Ireland, and}: 


hath given away the Kingdom of Ery- 
land to thoſe who attempted to conquer 


it ; he hath condemned our Laws, Ex-(- 


'ComMmunicated and Depoſed our Princes; 
and abſolved the Subjects of Ezglaniſſ:: 
from their Allegiance; upon which, both: 
formerly and in our times,many of your: 


Party have entred into bloody Confpirs- 
cies and open Rebellion : So that now it 


appears,. the Pepe Claims an ablolute Sup! - 
premacy over our King and his Realms| 
and how he can be a good Subject of the 
King of England,who profeſles Obediench- 
to this Foreign Princely Prelate, is very; 

hard: 
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hard to'be underſtood : if you belieye 
tits claim, and own the Pope to be above 
the King, you muſt then obey him, even 


- when his Orders contradict thoſe of your 
lawful Sovereign, and ſo you are the 
[Pope's SubjeCts, not the King's; nor can 
his Majeſty have any ſecurity of your 


Allegiance, any longer than it pleaſes 


the Roman Biſhop, ſo that he Reigns over 
-You at the Pope's mercy. I know many 


of you Englih Cathelicks have fo Loyal 


an afjection for the King, that your 
\Charch-men are forced to invent many 
plauſible pretences to perſwade you,that 
the Supremacy Claimed by the Pope doth 
,,not entrench upon the King's Supremacy, 
. telling you, that ycu need not cbey the Pepe 
if he commanded you to fight againſt your 
« King; wherein they put a fallacy upon 
{4 you, for they know the.Pope can Excom- 
. Municate and Depoſe him (even for a 


very [mall matter, fay 
your Canenifts * ) and * Glofſ. in De- 


then heis no longer ycur ret. diſt. 40. c. 6. 
» King : Ihey pretend 
+ fuxther, thisSupremacy 
4 over Kings in Temporals, is nt the Do- 
1: Grine of your Church, but only of ſome Fe- 


S: Papa. 


{mtes, 


—— 
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faites, upon whom they lay all thoſe foul 
Dodtrines of Depoſing and AMurthbering 
Kings, ſo wickedly maintained by divers 
- eminent writers of your 
® Mariana, ib: Church *; Bur this-is 
de Rege. _» _ a delufionalto, for when 
+4 dejenſ or where did the Pope, 
Fidei, E5 lib. contr. + 
' Regem Magn Bri- OT the Heads of the Ro- 
tan, an Church, condemn 
theſe Opinions, or ſup- 
preſs theſe Seditious Books, nay, on the 
Ccontrarv, the Booksare approved,and the 
Authors preferred at Rome, even when 
er France condemns them? | 
janaxAnglicus,12s And thoſe boneſt and 
loyal Secular Engliſh 
Prieſts that have ventured to write a- 
gainlt tals #/arped power of the Popes over 
Kings in Temporals, (though they held 
Ins Supremacy here in Spirituals) have 
been perſecuted almoſt to death by the 
Roman Biſhop ; they have been uſpen- 
ded, and their Books cenJlemned, and 
their perſons io odionſly repreſented 
that no Engliſh Catholicks durſt harbour 
them ; witneſs the learned F. Prefton, 
under the nam*® of Roger Widrington, it 
King Tames's days,with his fellow-Prieſts, 
; and 


. quently, and always -oppoled his prete 
: © 
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Mid Perer Walſh, Author of the Letter 16 


.the Catholicks, who- is at this day a great 
Suſferer by the Pope?s means, merely for 


writing, that you of the Roman Church 
 - ought to be loyal to the King in all matters of 
'Femporal cognizance, a clear evidence,that 


(whatever your Church may pretend ) 
they will not- endure that any of you 
Catholicks ſhall hold the King's power 
to be above the Pope's In any thing ; and 
conſequently they will not allow you to 
be good Subjefts. Now to ſum up all 
theſe particulars, how grieyous an abuſe 


_ ' Isit for a Foreign Prelate, whoſe Prede- 


ceſſors had no Authority here at all, to 
uſurp ſuch a power over you as to impoſe 
new and inexpedient Articles upon you ? 
Why ſhould you enſlave your ſelves to 
him that cannot have ſo much as a Spiri- 
tual Furiſdition here without breaking 
the Canons of the moſt famous Gereral 
Councils? Why may you not take the 
fame liberty to oppoſe his: Decrees, that 
your Anceſtors in all Ages have done? 
they whom you account good Catholicks 
rejected his De#rines ſometimes, deſpi- 
ſed his' Bulls and Excommunications fre- 

N-: 
ded 
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-ded claim of a Supremacy over this Na- 
*tion ; why ſhould you call that an Arc. 
cle of Faith, and account it the princi- 
pal point of Religion, vis. That Eng- 
land ought to be ſubjett to Rome; which, 
even in thoſe you call Catholich, Times: 
'was declared to be no leſs than Tregſor, , 
and no-other than an Opinion that did 
deſtroy the Prerogative of the King, the 
Privileges and Liberties of this Church, 
_ the freedom and quiet of all Englifb Sub- 
jets? They were Romaniſts In other 
Points who-condemned Appeals to Rome, 
and maintained, that the Crown of Eng- 
land was in no Earthly ſubjefion, and that 
- the King had no ſupreme but God onely ;, who 
counted all the power which the Pope e- 
ver had here, merely permiſſive, tolerated 
by this Nation ſo long as they pleaſed, 
and ſuch as might be curbed, leſſened, 
hindred, or taken away by the Supreme 
Authority of this Nation when ever they 
1aw expedient : 1t was a King and Parli- 
ament of your Rel:zgi0n in molt points, . 
'that reſtored the King to his juſt Supre- 
-macy, and took away the precarious ot 
uſurped and much abuſed Power of the 
Roman Biſhop here they thought a Su- 
.ÞIC= 
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premacy 1n Spirituals,as to this Kingdom, 
was more than he had any Right to, but 
he and his Agents expect to be allowed 
to over-rule the Temporal Laws alſo. Me- 
thinks, if you have the Nobleneſs and 
Gallantry of true Engliſh Spirzes, your af- 
fections for the Roman Church ſhould not 
rob you of your love to your Native 
Country, nor ſuffer you to endure thoſe 
Pretences which diſhonour the K:ng, and 
deſpoil him of his Ancient Rights, and en- 
ſlave this free Church and Nation to one 
that only ſeeks his own ends in claiming 
this Subjefion ;, for though the holding 
the Pope's Supremacy doth contribute to 
the ſupport of his own Grandeur, yet it 
doth not further any man's Salvation, and 
it is ſo far from doing any good in thoſe 
Nations where it is allowed him, that it 
might be made appear, the ſetting up and 
abetting this Supremacy hath occaſioned. 
the murther of many Princes, ſtirred up 
the complaints of all ſorts of peoplezand 
filled Chriſtendom for many +5 ges, with 
Maſſacres, Treafons War 
and Bloudſhed ? ; which 
was ſo notorious in the 
German Empire, = It 

2 


P See the Animer 
to Philanax Avg. 


chap. 4. Þ. 72: 
Came 
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.came to be a Proverb, ſaith Guicciardine, 
Tt is the property of the Church to hate the 
Ceſars: And the miſchief it hath done 
in England (by rifling the Nations wealth 
before the Reformation, and*diſturbi 
its Quiet ſince) is ſo well remembre 
and ſo deeply reſented, by the generalli- 
ty of the people, that they will neyer en- 
dure that heavy Yoke any more, nor can 
they be perſwaded ſcarce ever to efteem 
them - Loyal Subjefts, or true to their 
Countries 1ztereſt, who do not renounce 
this unjuſt and odious Fur:ſdiftion. Why 
therefore (O my Friends) will you be ſo 
imprudent, to oppoſe the Rights and 
Prerogative of your Lawfull Sovereign, 
the Privileges of that Church wherein 
you were born, the Freedom and Intereſt 
of your beloved Country, the deſire of 
your Fellow-fubjects and beſt Friends, 
yea, and your own liberty alſo ? Why 
will you oppoſe (I ſay) all theſe, merely 
_ toſupportan unjuſt and groundleſs power, 
which no Eccleſiaftick ought to have any- 
where, much leſs in ſo remote and fo free 
a Monarchy ? to ſupport a Power which 
1s Inconſiſtent with the Security of the 


'Crown, the:Peace of the Kingdom, and 


the 


-.. a a+ Hk_nev pr—_— 
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the welfare of Private Perſons? S. Peter 
never bid any to honour his Succeſſor 
the Pope thus, but his Opinion was, that 
you. muſt ſubmit to the King as Supreme, 
1 Pet. 11. 13. and his Counſel follows 
thereupon, viz. that you ſhould Fear 
Ged and Honour the King, V. 17. Salnt 
Paul commands Every Soul to be ſubjebt 
ts the Higher Powers, Rom. Xill. 1. Net- 
ther Biſhops nor Apollles themſelves are 
excepted, ſaith S. Chry{offome. And Saint 
Bernard tells Pope Eurenizs, that the - 
Apeſiles were forbid 10 exercigg Dominion, 
Luke xx11, 25, 26. and therefore he adds, . 
If you would have Apoſtolical and Royal 
Power together , you loſe 
both 4. Finally there- q Bern. ad Eu- 
fore, it is unreaſonable gen. Pap. de con- 
for the Roman Biſhop to 4 * 2+ 
challenge ſuch Authori- 
ty.here, and the Laws of God and Man 

orbid it, ſo that I may expect you ſhall 
be ſo far from receiving any -rrcles for 
the ſake of this * uthority, that you 
ſhall not ſcruple to renounce the Au- 
thority It ſelf, which was [9 ill-gotten at 
firſt, ſo wretchedly abuſed while it did 


obtain, and ſo legally taken away at laſt; 
G 3 and 
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and in fo doing you will demonſtrate 
your ſelves to be Loyal to your King, 
Faithfull to your Country, Friends to your 
own Liberty, and men of an -inſlaved 

Underſtanding. | 


SECTION VIL 


Advice to the Engliſh Catholicks to 
for/ake the Opinions of Rome, and 
embrace*-the Religion of the Church 
of England. 


O Conclude, as my pity to ſee you 

ſo miſerably impoſed on, hath mo- 

ved me to endeavour by theſe plain and 
cogent Arguments to reſcue you from _ 
that yoke, which neither we nor our Fa- 
thers were able to bear; So my deſire of 
| Your perfect Freedom, and my unfeigned 
wiſhes for your Temporal, Spiritual and 
Eternal welfare, do prompt me to 2dviſe 
you to comply with the Religion of the 
Church of England, and this Advice 1s not 
only grounded upon the foregoing con- 
| {iderations, 
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{iderations, but may be farther preſſed: 
upon theſe Motives : | 
1. It you conſider the excellent me-- 
thod of our Reformation, which was fo - 
neceſſary at that time, that for ſome ages. 
before, the wiſeſt and: beſt men of the 
Roman Church: had not onely confeſſed - 
there was great needoof it, but had com- 
plained for want thereof, and preſſed the - 
Pope earneſtly thereunto, wirneſs the 
Judicipus Epiſtle of Rob. Groſthead that 
pious Biſhop of Lincoln, to Pope Innocent 
the Fourth, yet to be | 
ſeen in our Hiſtorians*® ; —_— Paris, 
the publick complaint *,*755e... 
of the Engliſh Church cnc Tom. 4. 1o2. 
1n the Council of Lyons!, fol. 729, 0c. 
the private Writings of 
Fohn Gerſon, Nich: Clemangss, e/Entas - 
Sylvics (afterwards Pope) and many 0- 
thers: And at leaſt One Hundred Years 
before Luther's time a Reformation was 
urged for in the P:ſare 
Council ©; and that ſo 
ſtrongly, that before 
the Elettion of a Pope, - 
the Cardinals ſolemnly promiſed, Who 
ever of them-ſhanld be choſen Pope, that he 
: CG 4.. would 


num an. 141. 
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would before the diſſolution of that Council 
Reform the Catholick- Church as well in the 
PE Head as the Mtmbers . 
Swag Pan. And when  Atexanger 
Erb the Fifth was choſen , 
He promiſed to take care 

of a General Reformation, and that pious and 
Learned en ſhould be choſen in every Na- 
tion to treat with the C:r- 

* Et Seſſ. 20. ap. dinals about it *; But af- 
Bintum Tom. 3 P- ter all, neither he nor 
Ty his Succeſſors would e- 
yer Reform either their 

Doftrines or Practices, being more intent 
upon their private advantage, than the 
General good, and more moved with 
Cardinal Scombergs-Counſel, than by all 
the former complaints, who told the 
Pope. That by the Reformation ut would be 
confeſſed that the things provided againſt, 
were deſervedly reproved by the Lutherans, 
mhich won!d be a great abetting to their 
whole Doitrine, Hiſt. Conc. Trent. l.1. p, 
83. which 1s to 1eiſclie to Err always, 
rather than to Le thovpht to have once 
erred; and herein the Reman Church is 
of the {ame humour with thoſe Gentiles 
Lo whain 4: rob; iptaks, What you haye 
once 
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once done without reaſon, ye defend, leſt you 
ſhould ſeem formerly to have been ignorant, 
and you account it better not to be overcome, 
than to yield to plain aud . 
confeſſed truth Y. Where- . » Arnob. adv, 
fore ſince Rome reſolyed _ 8entes, 1.6. p.1975 + 
not to Reform, England 
(having firſt reſtored her King to his ans- 
cient and juſt Supremacy ) reſolyed to --: 
reform it ſelf, without. the Pope's leave 
or conſent, knowing full well they had - 
Authority ſufficient . among themſelves - 
to order the Afﬀairs of Religion, which . 
had been Regulated many hundred years }. 
in this Land by the King and his own Bi- 
ſhops, without any. dependence. on the 
Pope at all : Thus the-Kings of F#dah re- 
farmed their Kingdoms of Old, thus the 
King of Sparnwith Leander Bilkop of Sevil |. 
reformed that Biogen from 4rianiſm 
without the Pope *, and . _. 
thas King Edgar 1nten-, ,, = Tone 
ded to procecd in. the WY | 
Reformation of the Engliſh Churchof old 
when he told his own Clergy, 1 have Con- 
antine's Sword in my, at 
hands, and you bave.Pe- l as, _— 


ter's in yours, ® © That is,,. 1 OF 
| yy AC 
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we need no farther Authority or Power 
to reform, than what we have within 
our ſelves: The Kings of this Nation, 
with the advice and conſent of their Bi- 
ſhops, Barons and Commons had been al- 
ways wont to order Eccleſiaſtical Afﬀairs 
as they thought meet, not heeding whe- 
ther the Pope were pleaſed or difpleaſed 
thereat; Andaccordingly this happy Re- 
formation was made by the Supreme 
Power of this Kingdom, upon mature 
deliberation, in a Regular, Orderly, and 
Legal way ; and it was managed with {o 
much moderation and prudence, that 
the Romaniſts of England ſaid little a- 
gainſt it, but Communicated with this 
Church (after the Reformation) till the 
Pope for kis own ends forbid them ſo to 
co ; but I kope his Prohibition without 
any juſt reaſon, ſhall not outweigh the 
Supreme Authority of your own Nation, 
with you, who profeſs your ſelves to be 
Loyal Subjets, and for the zntereſt of 
Englind ; and fince there was ſuch need 
of Reformation, ſuch obſtinacy in Roe, 
{uch Authority here, and ſo orderly 


proceedings in this Reformation, I think ' 


all Good Chriſtians and ſober men , 
 . being 
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being Natives of this Land, ought to 
ſubmit unto it; 

Il. You will be farther. perſuaded 
hereunto, by conſidering the Dofrine of 
this Church, which agrees with primitive - 
Chriſtianity, in that it obliges So to be- 
lieve cothing as of neceſlity to Salvation, 
but what may be plainly proved out of 
Holy Scripture; and for this reaſon you 
muſt ftill hold the three Creeds of the 
Apoſtles, of Nice, and of St. Athanaſins, 
all which the Church of Ezgland intirely 
believes. Ard he onely us a Heretick which 


follows net this Holy Rule (fay the Conſti- 


tutions of Theodoſuus and G ratian) but they - 


are Catholicks that embrace it: In this -.-*: 


Church we give as much honour to, and - 
obey more Canons of, the firſt Four Ge» ].. 
neral Councils, than they of Rome do; 
we approve of that Expoſition.of Scrip- . 
ture Which hath the conſent of the Fa- 
thers of the firſt three or four Centuries, . 
yea we hold all that the Church of Rome - 

it ſelf held as neceſſary. to Salvation for 


Five or Six hundred Years together : and - 


it is very remarkable that a Romaniſt may 
turn Proteſtant without adding any one 
Article to his Faith, but a Proteſtant can- 


NOS :: 
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not turn to Rome unleſs he embrace many 
new Articles; for our Do&rines are ge- 
nerally confeſſed by both ſides to be true, 
but thoſe of the Roman Church are re- 
jected by our Reformers, as Novel Ad- 
ditions, and ſuch as have no good foun- 
dation in Scripture, nor Genuine Anti- 
quity; And therefore. the Proteſtant 
Loctrines are the ſurer and fafer, as in 
which both ſides agree; For Example, 
We and they both hold there are two 
States after this Life, Heaven and Hell, 
but they add a third, which is Purgatory, 
and this we deny: We and they both 
ſay, that fins are to be remitted by the 
merits of Chrifls death, but they add the 
merits of the Saints, and their own fatiſ- 
fafticns with the merit of their own good 
works, which we deny to be Explatory, 
or {uch as can merit Remiſſion for us: 
We hold there be two Sacraments, Bap- 
tiſm ar:d the Euchariſt, theſe they con- 
teſs are the Chief, but add Five more, 
to which we affirm the name of Sacra- 
ments doth not properly belong: We 
fay that God alone is to be worſhipped, 
they confeſs he is Chieſly to be worſhip- 
ped; but then they ſay the Bleſſed Virgin 
, Mary, 
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Mary, Angels, and. Salnts are to be 
to alſo, which Additions we 
deny : We ſay Chriſt is our onely Megi- 
ator and Adyocate, they confeis he is 
principally ſo, but add, that Saints and 
Angels are ſo in an inferiour manner, 
which we utterly deny.: We fay Chriſt 
is really preſear in the Sacrament of the 
Altar, this they-confeſs, but add, he is 
corporally there by the Transſubſtanti- 
ation of the Bread, &c. and this we 
deny: We ſay the Scriptures are the 
Rule of Faith, and they will not abſolute- 
| lydeny it, but add their own Traditions, 
which we reject : We ſay there are XXII, 
Books of the Old Teſtament Canonical, 
and they confeſs theſe all to be ſo, but 
they add divers, and call them Canoni- 
cal, which we affirm to be Apocryphal : 
1 could give more inſtances, but theſe 
may ſuffice to ſhew that the Proteſtant 
Dodrines look molt like the Ancienteſt, 
as being received by both Parties, - bur 
the Roman Opinions are Novel Enlarge- 
ments added to the Old Catholick truths, 
ſo that a Proteſtant becoming a Roma- 
niſt muſt take up many Articles barely 
vpon the credit of that Church , and 

| begin 
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begin to believe many things anew, que- 
' ſNtioned by the bigger part ef Chriſten-. 
dom; but a Romanilſt turning Proteſtant 
retains all the Old Eſſentials of h1s former 
Faith ; and doth onely become a Primi- 
tive Roman Catholick. | 
III. The Diſcipline and Government of 
the Church of England are more agreea- 
ble to Primitive Patterns than thoſe of 
the preſent Roman Church are : Our King 
hath the ſame Power that the Religious 
Kings of Judah had, the fame which the 
great Conſtantine, and theſucceeding Em- 
perors for many years enjoyed, the ſame 
power which the ancient Kings of this 
Nation exerciſed, viz. A power to con- 
vene his Clergy, and adviſe with them a- 
bout affairs of the Church: A power to 
ratifie that which the Biſhops and Clergy 
agree upon, and give it the force of a 
Law: A power to chule fit perſons to 
Govern the Church, a power to correct 
all Offenders againſt Faith or: Manners, 
be they Clergy, or Lay-men: And final- 
ly, a power to determine all Cauſes and 
Controverſies Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, a- 
mong his own Subjects (by the advice of 
ft Counſellors) fo as there lies no _—_ 
com 


} 
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from his Determination; and this is 
that we mean when we call him Supreme 
Governour of this Church, which our King 
mult needs be, or elſe he cannot keep his 
Kingdoms in peace. Beſides for Spiri- 
tual Juriſdiction, and ſacred adminiſtra- 


tions, we have a Patriarch of our own, 


The Arch-biſhop of Canterbury Primate 
of all England, whom Urban the Second 
calPd the Pope of the o« _ 
ther World >. And his Ft 
See was uſually ſtyled, felmo. © 
The Chair-of the F.ngliſh © Eadmer.Cant. 
Patriarch ©, and 1s rec- Þ- 113: 4 
koned among the Patri- ,,- —_— | 
archates by a Foreign * © 
Writer 4, And now his Privileges and 
Liberties are reſtored by Law, and his 
Title and Authority confirmed ; ſo that 
there lies no appeal from him but to the 
King; we have alſo Right Reverend 
Biſhops, together with other inferiour 
Prieſts and Deacons ( the only Primitive 
and proper orders of the Clergy) who 
can prove _ Ordination tobe as good 
as any of the Romſh ue 
Prieſts can do®, andare ,;nw Ok, 
now Conſecrated and OY AO 
|  Ordained 
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 Oxdained by a more excellent Form, and 
more agreeing tothe eldeſt times, than 
Rome it ſelf can: ſhew; and if you will 


judge impartially, it muſt be confeſſed” 


that the Clergy of England are altoge- 


ther as Learned, and generally more 


painfull and pious than in any Catholick 
Country whatſoever : Our Canons for 
Eccleſiaſtical Government are all foun- 
ded on the Canons of Ancient Councils 
(as I could ſhew by particular induction, 
if time would permit) and for the Exer- 
ciſe of our Diſcipline it 1s managed with 
more moderation, and.caſe to the peo- 
ple than that of the Roman Church is... / 

IV. You may conſider our Pzvine Ser- 


vice and Sacred Adminiſtrations, which 


(as far as ever God made neceſſary to 


Salvation) may be had in this Church : _ 


We. have .the Holy Scriptures plainly 
tranſlated, learnedly interpreted, and 
practically Preached ; We have daily 
Prayers, by a Form ſo Grave and fo A- 
greeable to the undoubted parts of an- 
cient Liturgies, that it may challenge all 
Chriſtendom to produce any thing ſo con- 
fonant to the pureſtPrimitive Devotions; 


A Form which hath all thoſe parts of the 
v2 Roman 


*S. 
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Roman Offices which were known and 


. uſed. in the firſt three Centuries, but 


wants.all the Innoyations and Corrup- 
tzons of the preſent aſs; and is uſed 
in Enpliſh for the benefit of the meaneſt 
Chriſtian in our aſſemblies: We have 
allo thoſe two Sacraments which Chriſt 
ordained (and many of | 
the Elder and later Do- , Weg ihe 
ctors own no more f.) : Aus Dull 
As for the other .five Chriſt. . 2. c. 9. 


Rites falſly called Sa- = Paſchafius de 


craments, viz. Confir- ©21- Dom. 
mation, Matrimony A 

7 OJ 3 Sacram. Euchatre 
Holy Orders, viſiting | 
of the Sick, Repentance and Satisfaction 
for wrongs done, we retain theſe, but 
not by the name of Sacraments, keeping 
the Primitive and main pzrt of them, 
onely attended with fewcr Teremonles : 
We preſs and practiſe alſo Charity and 
good works, as much as the Roman 
Church doth, and it may be demonſtra- 
ted that more and greater gifts have 
been given in Erglard to pious uſes, by 
p:ivate perſons tince the Reformation, 
than in two Centuries before: And 
though we dare not ſay we ſhall meric 

Eternal 


140 Advice to the Roman 


Eternal life by them (becauſe that 1s the 
gift of God) yet we believe none can 
come to Heayen without good works :. 
In a word, the Church of England wor- 
ſhips God as he hath preſcribed in Holy 
Scripture, She commands all that he en- 
joins, and forbids all that he prohibits, 
and therefore wanteth nothing that is 
neceſſary to Salvation. 

V. You may look upon our Ceremo- 
nies, which are few and eaſje, ancient 
and ſignificant., and though we do not 
place ſo much Religion in Externals as 
the Church of Rome doth. yet here is 
preſcribed all that is needfull for decen- 
cy and order, viz, That the Clergy al- 
ways wear grave and diſtinct H3hits, 
and have peculiar Garments in Di-1ne 
Adminiſtrations, that Churches be ador- 
ned and neat, that the People be Reve- 
rent in God's Houſe, that the memory of 
our Saviour's chief Acts, and the Feſti- 
vals of the Holy Apoſtles be religiouſly 
obſeryed; That Lexr, with the Vigils of 
great Feaſts, the Ember weeks, and all 
the Fridays in the Year, be kept as days. 
of Faſting or abſtinence, and if ſome Pre- 


teſtants do not obſerve them, yet others 
do, 


| 
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do, and are commended for it, and you 
may follow the beſt, not the moſt : you 
will have more liberty (by turning to 
the. Engliſh Church ) as to Circumſtan- 


tals, and greater helps as to the Eſſen- 


tials of Religion : So that it is upon all 
accounts your wilſeſt and ſafeſt courſe to 


embrace this ſo True, ſo Primitive, fo. 


Ptous, and ſo Rational a Religion. Let 
me therefore ſhut up my Charetable and 
Friendly Advice by Requeſting you to 
conſider all theſe things without preju- 
dice or paſlion, and then I hope you will 
perceive how much the Religion of this 
Church excells that of Rome, in Antiqui- 
ty, Integrity, and Uſefulneſs, and no 
longer ſuffer your ſelves to be ſo ſadly 
impoſed on, and ſo miſerably made to 
ſerve the ends of Avarice and Ambi- 
tion : And if you have taken fuch pru- 
dent and pious Reſolutions, you lhall 
not only be freed from the inconvent- . 
ences you complain of here, but alſo 
have better aſſurances of your Salva- 
tion hereafter, than the Roman Church 
can give you ; For there you have 
only the words of their Prieſts for it , 


whole intereſt, and whole practice i. 
hath 
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hath been to deceive you ; But here 
you ſhall have all the aſſurances which 
the Word of God can give you, pro- 
vided you become Reformed in your 
Lives as well as in your Religion, and 
will leave off your old Vices, as well 
as your old Opinions; For unleſs we 
can perſwade you to become Proſfe- 
lyres of Righteouſneſs, we ſhall not 
much value the gaining you over to 
our Profeiſion ; becauſe we know it tis 
neither the being Papilt nor Proteſtant 
will ſave thoſe that live in their ſins; 
But this Religion 1s the better chicfly - 


in this, that ic is moſt likely to bring 


you to unfeigned Repentance, and the 
practice- of real Holineſs. And if: you 
deſire farther information 1n theſe Par- 
ticulars, let me adviſe you to conſult 
the late Eminent Proteſtaat Writers”, 
together with ſome of the moſt able 
and ingenious of the Enzliſh Clergy , 
whom you will find very willing and 
ready to give you more full ſatisfac- 
tion, and to be men that have no de- 
11gns upon you, but to direct you.in 
the beſt way to Heaven :. And doubt- 
lels, if you would but try the difference 

a-while, 
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a-while, a little experience would teach 
you how happy and advantageous a 
change he makes, who forſakes the Re- 
ligion of Rome, and embraces the Com- 
munion of the Church of England. 
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